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1 HEN a Rafe den was 8 
\ V againſt certain Infringements of the Richrs 
FP" and LiBERTiES of the Commons and 
C1T1ZENS of Dublin, I thought there would be no 
need of troubling the Public again, upon the like 
Occaſion, judging the Rights, therein aſſerted, ſo 
plain and reaſonable, that no Enemies, much leſs 


Members of the ſame Community, could attempt to- 


with-hold, or reſtrain them, after they had been ſo 


fairly and impartially ſtated and laid before them. 
But, finding the reverſe, I think it incumbent on 


me to make another Effort for Liberty, in which I 
ſhall endeavour to explain, more fully, the Hiſtory 
of ine Foundation and PN of chis CiTY, = 


A 2 : and 


Tc) 


and point out, more particularly, . thoſe Abuſes of 
which the Commons complain; and for Redreſs of 


: Grievances,” I ſhall offer the beſt Expedients that 
occur to me. 


Stations in Life, compated to thoſe of the prevail. 


Opulence, to open the Ears of the GREAT to their 
Clamors, to gain Sanction for their diſguiſed Abuſes, 
and to give Weight to all the falſe Inſinuations and 
foul Calumnies they can vend againſt us, however 
unjuſt and injurious ; it is high time for ſome to 
appear, more openly, in this Cauſe, to undeceive 
the - abuſed. Populace, by ſtating the Conteſts that 
have divided the Councirs of the Czty, in the pro- 
per Light ; that the impartial World may be able 
to judge of equitable Proceedings of the Commons, 
and to ſee the hateful ſlaviſn Oppreſſions impoſed 
upon them; and attempted to be confirmed, by the 
Enemies of our Civil Conſtitution. 

SOME, perhaps, may think, that the powerful 
Oppoſition given, and the Diſadvantages under 
which the People labour, ſhould diſcourage all At- 
tempts of this kind, as it offers but a bad Proſpect 
of Succeſs. From ſuch let me ever diſſent. The 
moſt daſtard Coward would be brave, was he aſſured 


Difficulties oppoſed to the regaining Liberty, the 
more noble the Attempt, the more glorious the 
Conqueſt. He who is inſlaved by ſuperior Force, 


others, the moſt odious and contemptible. I may 
Poſſibly be the one, but will not, can not, be the 


pineſs of our Codsr ITT ox, and tho? IT ſhould be 
ſingle, in this Inſtance, yet no worldly Conſidera- 
8 ſhall ever induce 1 me to give up tacitly, the 
- ge 05 | | meaneſt 


CINE © 


As the Advocates for Liberty and 7 ruth are but 
too few among us, and but inconſiderable in their 


ing Faction, who have the Advantages of Power and 


of vanquiſhing his Adverſary. The greater the 


is an Object of Compaſſion; but he that, any ways, 
aſſents or conſents to Slavery, is a Wretch, of all 


other. I am ſenſible of the great Beauty and Hap- 
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E243. | 
meaneſt Out- work, the leaſt Fragment of Civil Li i 
Therefore, diſqualified as I may be in moſt reſpects 
for this important Undertaking, I venture to em- 
bark in the generous Cauſe ; hazarding the Enmity : 
of many, braving the Sneers of ill-natur'd Critics, 
the IIl-humour of immoral Wits and Satyriſts, and 
deſpiſing and contemning all grovelling, narrow, 
| ſelf-intereſted Spirits; And with full Aſſurance, that 
the Subject mult inſpire the weakeſt and loweſt of 
the FxEE-MEN, with all that may be neceſſary for its 
Support, and Defence, I thus, ſound the Trump 
for, and ſet up the Standard of, LIBERT, to call 
all that bear the glorious Name of Frrt-MEN, to 
aſſert their R1GnTs under her Banner. 

I 1nvitz you not, my Brethren and Friends, to 
baſk and banquet in the alluring Sun-ſhine of 
Power: Nor do I ſummon you to clandeſtine Clubs, 

nor ſeditious Parties, under a religious or politic De- 
nomination, calculated to ſerve the private Views 
of a Few; where, by appearing either violent, or 
ſervile, you may ſecure yourſelves the Intereſt of a 

Faction, and fatten with the Spoils of the Vanquiſhed. 
No; your Cauſe neither requires, nor can be ſup- 
ported by any Degree of Corruption. I cite you, 
therefore, to take a ſummary View of your natural 
and legal Inheritance, to ſee how, and wherein, 
your excellent Conſtitution has been poiſoned, your 
moſt wholeſome Laws openly violated; your ſacred 
Rights invaded, your Mears and Bounds beaten down, 
and your goodly Heritage ravaged and laid waſte ; 
at preſent a melancholy Scene indeed! but neceſſa 
to enable you to apprehend the Aggreſſors, and bring 
them to condign Puniſhment, and to recover your 
Rights a and Liberties. 
5 LI ERTV, my Brethren, the beſt Gift of Hea- 
ven, 1s your Inheritance ; granted, indeed, to all 
the Sons of Adam in common, by the firſt Law 
implanted in Man's Boſom, and eſtabliſhed and 
confirigied to . by the Great CHARTER Of 
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civil and religious Liberty, the Chriſtian Di enſation; 
which being the Gift of no Man, is not in the Power 


of amy, without your Conſent, to take away, or 


reſtrain. This is that happy Eſtate, in which alone, 


ſacred Property is ſecure, and true Religion can 
floriſn: This is the Stock on which alone, Arts, 


Sciences and Trade can be ingrafted, grow, and 
bring forth all delicious, all defirable Fruits : This is 
the fair, fertile Soil, in which, if duly cultivated, 
neither deleterious Plant, or noxious Animal, can long 


ſubſiſt, and on which fell Tyranny can never ſecurely 
ſtand: In ſhort, this is an inexbauſtible, heavenly 
Treaſure, from whence all the Goods, all the Necef- 
faries of mortal Life can be drawn; It never yet has 


failed, when applied, to give Strength to the weak, 
Comfort to the afflicted, Redreſs to the- injured. 


and oppreſs'd, and raifing Scourges for Slavery, and 


Avengers of arbitrary Power. This, ſurely, is the 


Vineyard which juſtly demands all your Care and Cul- 
ture, to improve, ripen, and preſerve its invaluable 
Fruit, from the Force, or Surreption of preying Ene- 
mies; that your Chanels may overflow with the 
bealtbful Juice thereof, to warm and invigorate every 


loyal, free Heart, whoſe Organs are prepared to re- 


ceive and digeſt the enobling Fluid. 

REMEMBER, my Friends, what raiſed the ancient 
States of Greece and Rome to be the Objects of the 
Envy and Admiration of the reſt of the World; 


was it not Liberty? It waz; and neither Rei ꝓublic 


fell, till they firſt grew corrupt, and loſt their Li- 


berty. Call to mind what oppoſed and brought to 


nought the many Attempts made to igſiave our An- 


ceſtors and Brethren of Great-Britain, by foreign, as 
well as in-bora Tyrants ; was it not Liberty? What 


has reſtaured and preſerved the Britifp, and, with 


it, our Conſtitution, in happy Þreedom and pure Reli- 


ion; was it not Liberty? And to what do we owe, 


the greateſt Bleſſing our States can, at preſent, 


| boaſt, a Proteftont Kino, the Bukvark of Europe's | 


Peace 


bo a. 


- 
l 
& 
ag ; 
3 
5 
at 
"BP 
Fo : 
7 
GONG 
7 
CS. 
FR 
* 
4" £ 
Xs 
4 


LS e Th 2 


Peace and Liberties, as well as of ours, at the Head 


of a great People, on the Throne of theſe free King- 


doms ; is it not to Liberty alone? Laſtly, conſider 
to what End have our Axceftors, brave free- born 
Britons, left their native Climate, to ſettle in this 
remote, and then barbarous Jie? Was it not at the 
Requeſt of an oppreſſed King, and injured People, 


to reſtore their Rights and Liberties, and to impart a 
free and generous Spirit to the hole? Shall we 
then, their Offspring, diſdain the noble Stock, and 


degenerate into the Slavery and Barbariſin which we 
ſhould reclaim ? Shall we, who have feen, and 
reaped ſo many more Advantages from Liberty, 
than our Predeceſſors could have done, become ſuch 
ungrateful Slaves, ſuch perjured Parricides, as thus 
ſoon to forget the Benefits of, and perfidioufly to aban- 
don, this glorious Spirit, the very Vitals of our Can- 


ftitution ; or ſuffer it to be ſuppreſſed by ethers ? 


God forbid ! | | 


Tuna ſuch Conſiderations, as theſe, will hams 
due Weight with moſt of you, is with me no matter 
of Doubt. But if there ſhould be any among us, 


ſo abject, as to be more influenced by fear of Evil, 


than love of Good; let ſuch look around, and ſee 
all Parts of the World utterly ruined and undone, 
whereſoever they have loſt their Liberty. Egypt, 


Greece, and Rome, in ancient Hiſtory, beſt ſhew the 


Difference between a State of Liberty and Slavery; 
Germany, Spain, and France, in modern. The far- 


mer, from whom, during their Liberty, the reſt of 
the World drew Litterature, Arts, Morals and Po- 


lich, are now reduced to ſuch a wretched State of 
_ Slavery, and its Attendants, Ignorance and Barba- 


riſm, as to be a Scandal and Reproach to human 
Nature; and the later, Spain and Mena eſpecially, 
who were not long ſince as free as we can boaſt, tho 
they, with the recent Romans, ſtill retain the Titule 
of Chriſtians, are, notwithſtanding, obprobrious to 


that divine Appellation, nay even to human Nature; 


having 


having all the moſt de Characteriſtics ad =—_ 
Badges of Slavery ; their Lives and Properties de- | 
pendent on the Luft or abſolute Will of the rei gning 3 
Tyrant, and their Souls at the diſſ poſal of mercenary = 


Monks and Prieſts. 44 
Ix LI BERT, then, be deſirable for religious as = þ 
well as political Reaſons, and Slavery, on the con- 
trary, as the whole Voice of Nature confeſſes, be * 
odious and deteſtable; is it not the aparent Intereſt, NH 
as well as the indiſpenſable Duty, « 85 every Indivi- 13 
dual to cheriſh and preſerve. the one, and every 5 
Branch thereof, and to oppoſe, and erradicate the N 
other, to eraſe all Fooiteps, and to avoid all Shadows 

and Colors thereof? Certainly it is. We cannot 
reckon ourſelves ſafe, had Slavery only aſſailed our 

Walls, and much leſs when any of our Members are 

under its direful Influence. It is a fatal C ontagion, 
ever concomittant to Corruption, which, if the 
morbid Limbs be not timely .lopp'd off, and proper 
Remedies ſeaſonably applied, makes a moſt ſpeedy #| 


Progreſs, from the loweſt to the higheſt. We cannot 
too much abhor this depraved infectious Spirit, ſince 
it is moſt probable, that he who would corrupt, or 
nſlave the ſmalleſt Borough, nay a ſingle Perſon, would 
hardly heſitate at iaving the greateſt State, to gra- 1 
tify his brutal Ambition, was he but poſſeſſed of 74 
7 Power. | 
IT am fatisfy'd, that, in this: I be ſaid nothing 
more, than many of you have as juſt a Senſe of, as 
I can pretend to; but I rather venture to trouble 
ſome with Prolixity, than, by an over Conciſeneſs, 
leave any in doubt. As it lies out of the way of ö 
my Trade, I can have no Pretenſions to Oratory, or 1 
Eloquence ; you cannot therefore expect a regular 1 
Method, nor an elegant Stile, or correct Diction 
from me, in this poor, but well-intended Efſa 27. 
| Mine Endeavors are to ſtate plain, certain Fats, in 
+ artleſs Truth and Simplicity; to point out, as well as 
I am able, without Af Nance, the Rights and Liber- 1 


ties 
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lies of you, my Brethren and Fellow- citizens; and to 


ſhew in what Inſtances, and by whom, theſe Rights 


are with-held. Whereby I hope, at the ſame time, to 


revive a ſuppreſſed Spirit of. Liberty, and prompt 
every one to his Duty; and to vindicate my Brethren 
of the Commons from the foul Slander and Calumny, 


upon all Occaſions, induſtriouſly thrown upon us, by 
our Antagoniſts. 


To you my Brethren and Conſtituents, who have 
not bent the Kzee to Baal, nor ſold your Inberitance 
for a Meſs of Pottage ; who diſdain the baſe Wages 
of Proſtitution, and would rather be good than great; 
to you alone I write; your Servant I am; and to 
your Judgment J appeal, and ſubmit theſe indigeſted 
Lines, intended for the beſt Service I can offer you, 
as well as my Country in general, Promonng the 
Cauſe of Liberty. 
| In order to give a juſt, clear Notion of our Caſe, 
I muſt lay before you a ſhort Hiſtory of the Founda- 


tion, and ſome Account of the Conſtitution of this 


City. This I ſhould not have judged neceſſary, 
were it not for the great Difficulty I myſelf found in 
acquiring any Knowledge of theſe Matters, which is 


_ owing to our Charters being, till lately, like the 
Sacred Scriptures, in theſe Nations, before the Refor- 
mation, in an unknown Tongue, and in the Cuſtody 


of a Few; who, as they grew more corrupt, fell into 
Ignorance, or, for their own Ends, found it neceſſary 
to lay them quite gde, and to ſet up their own delu- 
five Traditions and Inventions, in their room; to the 


utter Subverſion of our Franchiſes, and the Deſtruction 
of all Order and good Government among us. For it 


was thus our Hſavers firſt excluded the Commons all 


public Adminiſtration, diveſted them of their Pro- 


| perties, and with' them, their Powers, unjuſtly and 


ſurreptitiouſly aſſuming the ſame themſelves. 
Wren this once-famed Iſle was, by ruinous 
War, broken, and buried in Gothic Barbariſm, every 


ZAR became LMS: to the Luſt and Force of th moſt 
B — 


| (1)  . 
mighty Tyrant, who, on the Spoils of his Neighbours, 
erected a Kingdom, and aſſumed and proſtituted the 
Titule of King. There then remained no Veſtige of 
- Liberty, no Security of Property or Rights. All, by a 
fatal Neceſſity, gave way to Force and Violence. No 
wonder, then, that inteſtine Broils, and civil Tumults, 
never ceaſed, till Treachery, Rapine, and Murder, 3 
being thought the only Expedients by which even 
Liberty and Rigbis, which were firſt thereby deſtroyed, 7 
— could be reſtored, became revered, and deemed vir- 1 
| tuous Actions, becoming the moſt magnanimous. | 
To this wretched State was poor Ireland reduced, 
when Mc. Morogh, King of Leinſter, was dethroned _ 
by ſome of the neighbouring Potentates. In this 4 
Exigency, his laſt Reſource was to apply to Henry II. 
then King of England, who being in no Condition, 
at that Juncture, to aſſiſt him otherwiſe, could only 
recommend his diſtreſſed Brother to his Brizzh Sub- 
jects; and ſo gave Patents of Licence to all ſuch, as 
were inclined to go to the Aſſiſtance of this dethroned 
King, in recovering his loft Regal Power and Ter- 
ritories. Whereupon many of the more free and L 
civilized People of England, our Progenitors, came vo- 1 
Iuntarily to the Aſſiſtance of this Jriſb Prince, fought 
his Battles, and repoſſeſſed him of his Dominions. 
Mc. Morogh, in conſideration of the Generofity and 
Bravery of theſe Enghſh Auxiliaries, granted many of 
the Officers Eſtates, and encouraged them to ſettle 
here; ſo that in time they intermarried with the 5 
native Iriſb, particularly the Earl of Sirigul, com- | 
monly called Strongbom, who married the King's 
Daughter, and at her Father's Death, ſucceeded to | 
his e. In ſhort, moſt of the Engliſb Adven- || 
turers and Soldiers gained ſome conſiderable Settle- | 
ments here, and in order to redeem the whole Nation 
from the horrid Slavery and Barbariſm with which it 
had been over run, brought it firſt under the Protec- 3 
lion, afterwards under the Government of England ; I 
whence Arts and Sciences, the inſeparable — 4 
5 | e O1. = 


641 * | 
of Liberty, in proceſs of time were neared 7-At 
length the whole Iſland appeared of ſach Importance, 


that it was put under a ſeparate, independent Go- 
vernment, after the Model of the Eugliſb, under 


Prince ohn, the King of England's — Son, whoſe 


Poſterity might have poſſeſſed the Crown of Ireland 


ſolely and ſeparately to this Day, had not the elder 


Son, Richard I. died without Iſſue, whereby the 
Crown of England devolved upon the Head of Jobn, 
his younger Brother, before called only Lord of Iro- 


land. Finally, ſeveral Cities and Towns Corporate 


were eſtabliſhed; with as ample Powers, Privileges, 


Free: cuſtoms, Liberties, and Immunities, as any of thoſe 


in England had enjoyed; and to compleat the whole, 
Macna CHARTa, a great Charter of Rights and 
Liberties, was granted to the whole Nation, agreeable to 


that of England, after whoſe Manner, for the further 


Security of the Rights and Liberties of the Whole, 


PARLIAMENTS were inſtituted, wherein the People 
gave their Suffrages, by Repteſentatives appointed 
among themſelves, by free and uncorrupted Elections. 


T Rus this Nation was firſt brought into the Mo- 
del of the Britiſh Government; and as that improved 


or revived, ſo did this; till at length all Footſteps of 
Barbariſin and Slavery were entirely done away, by 
King James I. who gave to All the Benefit of the 


Laws in common, which before his time wete con- 
fined to the Engliſh Pale, with a few naturalized Septs z 


and by fo doing, became the firſt King that eſtabliſhed 


Civil Liberty in this Country; hereby compleating 
one of the beſt Conſtitutions in the World: A Legal, 


not an Imperial Government; a Body wherein all the 


Members, if not diſtempered, are equally free, and 


muſt concur to make the whole happy: Where all 
are ſet upon ſo juſt a Parity, that the Rights, Liber- 
ties, and Properties of all Ranks are equally ſecure, and 
free from all Tyranny and Oppreſſion; as long as they 


can retain their Virtue and Integrity—Permut. me to 
make a ſhort Digreſſion here. 


B 2 8 
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Ir might be reaſonably imagined, that Liberiy, 
Jos eſtabliſhed, could never be ſhaken. But ſuch 


has been our Misfortune, that our Security begot In- 
dolence and Sloth, which opened an Inlet to C orruption, | 


and paved the way for ambitious Parricides to ſpoil, 
and trample on the Necks of their unwary Brethren. 
And thus, Fraud and Corruption taking place, Liberty 
vaniſhed; ſo the ſmaller Boroughs - firſt, and next, 


ſome of the ties, fell as Victims to the Laß and Am- 


Bition of a Few avaricious Men in Power; who ſur- 


reptitiouſiy and ſacrilegiouſſy ſeized on the Franchiſes, 
Treaſure, Powers, and Liberties of the Corporations. 


For when the Right of Liberty was once extinguiſhed 


or ſuppreſſed, Charters and Franchiſes were eaſily 
Polen; and the Theft as eaſily concealed, by Corruption. 


In this Manner have Rights, natural and legal, been 
ſet at nought, and whole Bodies of Men inflaved ; 


not by open Force and Violence; for that could never 


ſo effectually have prevailed, but by a Gradation of 


Treachery and Fraud, ſweet, ſlowoperating, but more 


deadly Poiſons. No wonder then, we now ſee the 
Peck s Right of making free Elections to Places of 


Honour, Profit, and Truſt, and which were, by them, 


in the Days of their Freedom and Integrity, made in 


| Favour of Merit alone, without any Regard to pri- 
vate Intereſt, now enti irely reſted out of their Hands, 


and placed in a Few; in ſo much, that all Offices 
are publickly Sougbt, and ſold, in many Corporations 
in this Kingdom, to the eternal Infamy of the Cor- 
ruptor, as well as Corrupted. Though, amidft theſe 
melancholy Reflections, I moſt heartily rejoice, that 

ou have, on all Occaſions, hitherto, preſerved your 
Freedom and Independence, in Elections, great and 


ſmall, where you have not been impoſed on, where 
unjuſt Force has not prevailed, or the Laws have not 


abridged: or abrogated your Powers or Privileges; yet 
J cannot help lamenting, that you are almoſt-/ngle 
in this Inſtance ; moſt of the neighbouring Corpo- 


Fations having * proftituted their. Freedom, and 


ignobly 
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(13) 
ignobly and perfdiouſly ſold their Inheritance. What 
a hapleſs Proſpect, then, have we, who ſee around 


us, ſome of our Country-men, not long ſince poſſeſſed 
of all the Liberties and Privileges of _Free-men, now 


deprived of all but the bare Name, and ſordidly ex- 
poſed to ſale, like the Beaſts deſtined to Slaughter 


Should not this Conſideration raiſe a generous Abhor- 


rence of theſe abominable Abuſes, in every free Breaſt? 
Should it not excite every Free- man to aſſert his Li- 


berty and Rights, and exert his utmoſt legal Force, in 


guarding his /nberitance ? Should it not unite all Pro- 
teſtant Hearts in the Common Cauſe of Liberty, 


fince this (iq is the only Place of Refuge remaining 


at this Day, in the Kingdom, for oppreſſed Freedom? 
And ſhould we not uſe all Diligence in reinforcing 


ourſelves, as our Strength is not a little reduced, by 


many Infractions of our Franchiſes and Rights, as well 
as by breaking down all Barriers about us but to 
return to mine hyſtorical Narrative. 


As ſoon as the Crown of England poſſeſſed itſelf of 


_ ſufficient Power and Authority in this Kingdom, 
Care was taken to tranſplant divers Colonies from 


England hither ; to erect many Cities and Towns Cor- 


porate, of which DuBLin was one of the firſt, Of 
this the People of Briſtol got a Grant, impowering 


them to poſſeſs and inhabit the ſame, to trade therein, 
with the Addition of all the Honors, Powers, Privi- 
leges, Free-cuſtoms, Liberties, and Immunities, which 


they had before enjcyed, or to which they were intituled, 


not only in Briſtol, but throughout the Britiſb Domi. 
nions, by Virtue of Letters Patent, or otherwiſe. 
Which, by ſundry ſucceeding Grants, have been va- 
riouſly frengthened, confirmed, and enlarged, with 
ample Donations in Money and Lands, granted in Con- 
fideration of the City's being the principal Defence of 


the Engliſh Pale, the Support of the Britiſh Intereſt in, 
and the beſt Bulwark of, the whole Nation. A ſhort 


Abſtract of theſe CHART ERS you may ſee in the Re- 
monſtrance before mentioned, from pag. 6 to 20. 
„„ ä 
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TE Men of Briſtol being thus ſecured of the like 
"Franchiſes, which they had at home enjoyed, it is 
probable, thought it no hazard to theit Liberty, to 
come into a Climate not widely different from their 


own ; wherein they were impowered to make Laws 


for their better Government, to exclude all Foreigners 
the Benefit of their Trade and Franchiſes, and in ſhort, 
to do all things neceſſary for the Support and Well 


-being of the Body Folitic, without Reſtriction or 


Control. 

Havoc no Form of e preſcribed by 
| Charter, they ſet about framing one; and in time 
eſtabliſhed a civil Conſtitution, not inferior to thoſe 
of Athens or Rome ; for they had all the Conveniencies, 
-without the Inconveniencies,” of theſe Governments. 


They began, as is common to People left in a Sort 
of a State of Nature, with chuſing a Chief Magi- 
ſtrate to preſide over them; and him they at firſt 
ſtiled a Provaſt, perhaps in Imitation of their Mother- 
City. In proceſs of time, this Titule was changed 


for that of Mayor. And they appointed two other 
fubordinate Magiſtrates, called Bailiffs, or Bailies, 
which were Bailiffs or Wardens of Franchiſes, or a 
Sort of Foint-vice-gerents to the Chief Magiſtrate. 
ITheſe Officers were created Sheriffs by Edward VI. 
and though they, thereby, became Officers of the 
Crown, as well as of the City, their Election or Ap- 
pointment was continued, as before, in the Aſſembly 


of the People; and fo it remained, till altered by 


the New Russ in 1671 and 1672, as ſhall be 
ſhewn 1 in the Sequel. 


Warn the Citizens increaſed in at ber and 


Trades, divers Gailds were eſtabliſhed. And as ſoon 
as it was found inconvenient for the whole Body of 
the People, on account of their Multitude, to af- 
ſemble, as heretofore they were accuſtomed, in a 
"rolleive Body, to deliberate on the Affairs of the 
City, ey appointed a ſelect Number of the Citizens, 
for greater Convenience, as fort of Delegates, or a 

Repre- 
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Repreſentative Body, to tranſact the public Affairs; 

and thoſe they called the Common Council. But 
wiſely foreſeeing the Degeneracy and Corruption that 
human Nature is expoſed to, when unlimitted Power 
is independently veſted in the Hands of a Few, they, 
as far as human Nature could reach, provided againſt 
the future Corruption of their Repreſentatives, in every 
Shape, by giving them only a Power of propoling 
and framing of Acts; and by thus reſtraming anc 


| limitting the Power of their Council, like the old No- 


mans, juſtly reſerved the Sovereignty, in their own 
Hands. This was moſt happily effected by the In- 
ſtitution of the Darien Lagh, or Court of Dare in⸗ 
hundzed, which, if I rightly underſtand theſe ob- 


ſolete Terms, imply, the Dernier Reſort, the ultimate 
Law, or the laſt Reſult of the Powers of the People. 
In order to give this Court due Weight and Power, 
the Aſſemblies of the Council were appointed to be 


held on certain ſtated Days, known to the Citizens 
in general. And tho', now, no Citizen had a Vote 


in the Aſſembly, but the choſen Number, yet every 
Citizen had a Kight to be preſent, to fee the Behavior 
of his Repreſentative, and hear the Debates of the 


Aſſembly; not only to qualify him for a future Seat in 
the Council, but in order to prepare him to give his 


Aſſent or Negative, in the laſt Court, as the Matter 
ſhould direct, when he came to be called on. At 


this Day, there is a Gallery in the Common-Council 
Room, as I apprehend, for this Purpoſe z; and 
ſtil], at the Cloſe of every General Aſſembly, a Bell is 
to be rung to call the Citizens to this Great Court, 
where the chief Magiſtrate, with the Sheriffs, preſides. 
Public Proclamation is made, and the Heads of all 
the Acts of the Aſſembly are there read; none of 
which is valid till it has received the Sanion of the 
Citizens in this Court. For if any Citizen pronounces, 
Nor ALLoweD, like the VETO of the old Roman 
Tribunes, the Act ſo prohibited, provided tie Motion 
be ſeconded, mult be laid afide, till it be ratified by 
| . a Majo- 


” CJ 


A Majority of Cztizens, upon a general Poll. And 
this it is, which makes it neceſſary, at this Day, to 
addreſs all Petitions to, and tranſact all corporate 
Affairs, in the Name of, the Chief Magiſtrate, the 


Sheriffs and Commons, and the CiTiZENs. That is, 
firſt, the Head of the Corporation is addreſſed, ſecond- 


ly, the repreſentative Body of the People, who have a 
Right to propoſe and frame Acts ; and thirdly and 


laſtly, the col LECTIVE Bopy, or the People in ge- 
neral, who have retained a negative Power, are to be 


conſulted : So that nothing, which regards the Cor- 


poration at large, can be legally tranſacted, without 
the Concurrence of the C1T1ZENS, as well as of the 


Common-Council*,-—At this time, there is but a bare 
Form, a Shadow of this great Improvement on the 


Roman Tribunitian Power remaining. The Court, in- 


deed, at General Aſſemblies, is called, and the Heads 


of the Acts of the Day, are there read, though to 
what Intent, is now ſcarcely known. And for greater 
Convenience of doing things clandeſtinely, in Poſt- 


Aſſemblies, this Court is never called; which ſhews 
the Reaſon, why all the By-laws hitherto made, 


which prove injurious to the Honor or Intereſt of the 
Corporation, ſuch as making bad Bargains of every 
kind, particularly, deſtructive Leaſes, running into 
Debt, and the like, appear to have been, and ſtill 
continue to be, done in theſe Poſt-Aſſemblies. 

Wrzn it was found neceſſary, for the public 
Good, to augment the Powers of the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate, by National or By-laws, it was deemed expe- 


dient, for his Eaſe, and the greater Security of the 


Corporation, to appoint a kind of Privy Council for 


his Aſſiſtance, which were accordingiy choſen of the 


graveſs and moſt diſcreet of the Citizens, grown old 
and w/e in the Service of the City. At what time 


this Council was firſt appointed, or what Titule was 


* See the Charter of 38 Faw. ITI. which San _ en 
firſt 


Sc. of Cork, Haterford, & c. to DUBLIN. 
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ks given the SIR thereof, does not, to me, 
appear wich Certainty; ſew ar 90 Records of ſo long 


Kanding: being now preſerved legible, . But we have 
Reaſon to 1 1 as early as Henry, III.“s 
Reign, twenty- four of the moſt eminent Citizens 
were inveſted with. this Qffice:; and that the i 
of their Succeſſors- was made in the Aſſembly, and 

ſtands with other As, entered on the Rolls, till the 


: Reign of his. late Majeſty. King George 1. 18 evident 
from the Aſſembly Balls; as it is alſo, that about the 


Reign of Queen, Elizabeth they were called Aldermen, 


'whig Appellation they now retain. It does not any 


where, to me, appear, that this Council of Civil El- 


Auers were made any Part of the Conſtitution of the 


Aſſembly, tho they in time claimed Seats therein; 
nor that they were inveſted with any Power or Autbo- 
nh in the Corporatian, or had any thing more than a 
'Exuſt repoſed in them, of giving Counſel to the chief 
Magiſtrate, and inſpeing his Conduct, as became a 
kind of Guardians of the People; till King Charles. 

made ſix of the Seniors Fuſtices for the County. of the 
- City, and the whole Board Governors. of the Houſe 
of Correction, by the Charter of the 17th of his 
Reign; which was inlarged by one of his preſent 


Majeſty. See RxMONSTR. p. 20. 


Hap the Adermen been contented in that honor- 


a able Station and Character, and kept within the ix- 


tended Limits, what a truly worſhipful, a moſt vene- 


rable Employment muſt that of an Aderman nom be? 


But, alas! they were too ſoon changed! Their high 


Station gave them a Taſte, and increaſed their Thirſt, 
of Pater, which they reſolved: to obtain, at the Ex- 


pence and Hazard of their Ward, the-Reopte:; and 


they, in time, effected it, by ruining them. firſt, and 


then becoming the femporiſing Tools of Syrautii them 


. ſelves. All Schemes were. laid to overturn; the Con- 
ſtitution of the Gity, and the Commons and Citizens 


muſt firſt be ſpoiled of: their Properties, that they 
may be, the more . aſſumed * the Aldermen, 
| C who 
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. ſet themſelves up; as a ſort of Natiliy, above 
their Brethren and Conſtituents, which were now to be 
lorded over, as the loweſt Vaſſals, The Aldermen, thus 
bent on lopping, by all illicit Artifices, the Powers of 
the Commons, ſoon learned to contemn them ſo much, 
as to „it no longer in Aſſemblies with them, and ſhook 
the Conſtitution of the City, to ere& themſelves into 
a diſtinf# Body, a ſuperior Tribunal, a ſort of Patricians, 
to whom the Commons muſt become tributary Suiters, 
dependent Clients; by which illicit Meaſures the Chief 
Magiſtrate, wi ith the Board, obtained a negative 
Power, which neither had aRight to, by the original 
Conſtitution ; and to make them ſtill more inſg- 
* nificant, the Aldermen's Demands, with their Pride, in- 
creaſed, and they were not content, till they got the 
Eleflions- of all the Places of Profit into their own 
Hands, which they took care to bring about, not at 
once, but by degrees; by watching the Confuſions and 
Corruptions of Times. The firſt Election they wreſted 
out of the Hands of the Commons, is that of the 
Mayor, which they got under the Tyranny of Ri- 
chard III. whoſe ſiniſter Influence, probably, was not 
wanting. For it was common with this Tyrant, to 
ingratiate himſelf with a few leading Men in every 
City, and to put as much. of the Power of the whole, 
as poſſible, into the Hands of a few, the better to 
cloak and. facilitate his baſe Intent, of bereaving the 
whole of Liberty : For popular Power and Freedom, 
he knew, could not be conſiſtent with the Intereſt of 
1 er, who roſe by Faction to a Throne, founded 
1 Blood 425 Rapine. This Succeſs incouraged 
our Guar Bay Aide men to purſue their Scheme, and, 
by ingycating this evil Spirit of Tyranny into their 
Succeſſors, taught them to lie in wait, for the next 
fatal Convulſion of the State; and, as they would 
have it, when the greater Tyrants over- turned our 
national Conſtitution, theſe leſſer deſtroyed our 
e For under the Cover of the great 25 
| | Tor 
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for Liberty, which ended in a horrid Rebe/lion,. they 


ſeiſed the Properties, and, with them, the Powers, 


of the Corpo e a lmoſt entirely; and ſo poſſeſſed 


themſelves of all Elections, 6c. without any regard 
to the, now, broken Aſſembly. - This could not fail of 
alarming. the Commons and Citizens; and when the 


Troubles ſeemed ſubſided, a few Years after the 


Reſtauration, they made he beſt Efort they: could 


for recovering their Rights. and . Liberties. * They 
petitioned the Aſſembly againſt theſe Ujurpations of 


. Table of Adermen, and prayed Redreſs of Griev- 


But we can find 0 Proceedings had upon this 
Poe ng which raiſed, great Diſcord and Tumults in 
the Aſſemblies; whence the Aldermen took a Handle 


to vilify,, abuſe,” and miſrepreſent this juſt Oppoſition | 


to their Tyranny, and now called it a dangerous Fac- 
tion, as the Complaints of the Commons were called 
Sedition; and as ſuch, to be ſure, they were repre- 


ſented to the Government, by the Aldermen, who 


changing to the Court, as they always did to the pre- 


vailing Power, became known there, and incouraged : 
None were thought loyal but they; none fit to ſerve 
the Turns of a Miniſtry; and therefore, to put an 
effectual Stop to all Clamots of the Commons, it was 
judged neceſſary to confirm all the Powers the Alder- 
men had aſſumed; it being ever eaſier to manage a 
Few than a Multitude. The Scheme, being thus laid, 
and the Meaſure, of our Iniquity- being compleated, we 


got a Miniſtry. fit to execute the Plan propoſed; poor, 
ſervile, mercenary, and hardly. Proteſtant. » This and 


the Aldermen, perfectly agreed in the Principles of 


Government, Tyranny and Slavery were the Bent of 
their Deſires, and the Commons and liens, being 

the beſt Bulwarks of the Liberties of the City, and 
indeed of the whole Kingdom, it was found expedient 
to reduce them; and accordingly. they were forced 


to Hels to ſuperior en and ! to N 805 | 
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all that fe arbitrary Power, aſſiſted by 
got or Enthuſiaſm, or à general Deluge of Cort 
in all Stations; 12 — e for P Pop bers 


and Slavery, could deman 
tion could not be openly — ro ae a Forin 


of Law, and a Form, a bare For; indeed, WAs ac- 
cordingty framed. A nem Fotze, for new legit, 
Fetters, was erected! For tlie fame Parhament' 
which laid the Nation under heavy Takes for ver,” 
gave the King's Privy- Council ati 4nimitted Power - 55 
modelling the ſeveral Cities and Towns Corporate WW E 
this Kingdom, and impaſng ſuch Rik? and/Ordinatiees' 
upon them, for their ure Goverimint, Elaftibn of = 
' Magiſtidies,” &c. as the >faid  Piity-Corhcil' ſhould 
think fit, Within the Space of ſeveir Years enfuing, 

under the Penalty of Dibfranchiſenent. 
Wawa wat; wicked Attempts were Made by he 
Miniſtry, in "conſe quenee of this Phe, to inflave 
the Freemen of mig and all the Othef Cities of this 7 
Eingdutm, appears by the Minizes of the C 
under the Adminiſtration of the Lords Betktlep ana 
Effer; a3 well as from the Rules framed by sen 
of theſe node Vict- Roh. Their Exetehcits ſtErtiedd i 1 
vie one wich the -6ther, in ib Divires. The 
farmies (f Iappofd 2 Deſtendunt of Se f ChirRs I 
wicked Judges, by his Port AH ce mae 
the Common for ever favifhly ſubſervitit tothe f e © 
men. Bot though they Rand received” and approve = 
by the -Buard, by tub different Ortets in the Mordays 
Book, one of hh 3d, the other of the 1 3th of Fan; 7 
167 1; pet, having, I fapp este much pübieg 
Diſcdntent and Diſturbance, boy ali Oe 'of 
Council, repealed them che 1 Mares folio wing 
But; the Ag zealous" to 5 'Ais King's Defir © 1 

who at this time laid Schemer i fudder the G h = 
thrion of theſe Realrizyitn Chureli/and'State, by pet. 
fictouſiy breaking che NIE At LANCE, becoming 
2 Penſioner to France, and attempting to introduce a 
French Policy and rang: olg. us, finiſhed 
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This gave 
moſt 405 Stroke that either ever felt before. Here, is 
endleſs Slavery „of the moſt dangerous Kind, becaulſe,. 
under the Color and Sanction of Law, im 581041 upon 


(# ) 
his 1 25 and bbb the Conſent; or sen the Xiotiletes 


of the Pale, mth e Ja rel golden 
but juſt four Da, before. the Exp itation 6 his Power, 


the better to prevent Opp rin Ctrbplaint,* Or Ned ß. 


This is the Return this Corporation r received, for the 
irreparable Loſſes, the People from tine to time ſuſ- 
rained; by their un/bakes Loyalty, and their uHparalklled, 


feehifaſt Adherence to the Trerſt of the Crown, Parti- 
cularly to that of this King 8 and 5 Father. Eſtet 
hiniſelf, for this and ſuch 1 


e vile Services, was Ce 
ter rewarded than ve, for 4ll the Good we had done ; 
for he had a quick. Period put to all His Shame ank 
Trouble $. here, at once; but we are left to linger out” 
tedious Digs in a diſterapered, 'broken Conſtitution. 
ur Liberty, and the Proteſtant Cauſe, the” 


us, ſuch as no free Peo le in the World * would, have. 
bortie a8 we did, without Murmur, or Com plaink, 


that I can x} EA Let us, for a while, taks à more 
particular View of theſe nem Shackles. Ini the 


firſt place, then, by them 4 free and mlt 16h yal Pes 


. 4, 


ple are for ever deprived of the moſt valuable _ t 
Reef And Priviles ges, the Election of their « ier 
Magitrate, and of the Sheri 7 and Treo furer, wh ich. 
are now veſted in the 744d N 90 and Aldermen Aon. 
5 oe 4 My rag or Bi 75 oba the. 

econd 


moſt for his Purpoſe. Nay, what is worle, if his- 
Lordſhip, and the Board; ſhould i not. like the Perſops 
returned, by any of the Corporations, they 175 e 


their othel to lay ſuch Return aſide, 156 to, 15 75 


ſuch 9 for * Corporation, ſo returning, 
Out 


of the Eleft1011 of thelr FI eh-. | 
22 70 in the C vow e, which thele, Rules Rays ” 
| wrefted out of the Hands of the People, Obliging the. 
_ ſeveral Guilds to make a double Return, but of w lic 
tlie Lord Mayer, in the Preſence of eight Aldermen ; an 
one Seer 185 impowered to chuſe ſuch, as he ju ges 
l 


out of the Members thereof at large, as his Lordſbip, 
or the Board, think fit, without the Knowledge ar Con- 
fent of the Body to be repreſented. Thirdly, here is 
ſuch an Iuroad to Popery, and its hateful Conſequences, 
laid open, as is dreadful, moſt aſtoniſhing to Freemen 
and Proteſtants to behold. For. firſt, a New Oath is pre- 
{cribedto /ecurePagſive-obedience and Non-reſiſtance, 
which the Conduct of the then King, and of his im- 
mediate Succeſſor, made neceſſary to be broten, in 
the next Reign, for the common Preſervation of Li- 
berty, Property, and the Proteſtant Religion. Second- 
ly, all Strangers, Foreigners and Aliens, as well others 
as Proteſtants, being Artiſts or Mariners, are to be ad- 
mitted into the Liberties and Franchiſes of this City, and 
of all others, within the ſaid Rules included, and into the 
Fellowſhip of every Corporation therein , upon Payment, 
or Tender of twenty Shillings, And thirdly, to favour 
this Device, it was neceſſary to abrogate one of the 
moſt ſalutary, antient Laws, and therefore the then 
Lord Lieutenant and Council reſerved to themſelves, 
and Succeſſors, the Power of diſpenſing with the Oaths, 
ſince the Reformation, preſcribed to exclude the declared 
Enemies of the Conſtitution, Civil Employments in the 
State. : e e 
Tvs, you ſee, we are expoſed to the Influence | 
and Power of a corrupt Magiſtracy, and wicked Mi- 
 niſtry, whenſoever ſuch happen to be appointed. The 
high Way is now open to Tyranny. It is but elecijmg 
favorite Slaves, on the one Hand, on the other, refu- 
 fingjtoapprove Elections, till fit Tools arechoſer, and by 
diſpenſing with Oaths, it is eaſy to admit Foreigners, 
and Enemies, upon a Footing with the Citizens, whoſe 
Freedom was purchaſed by the Blood and T reaſure 


* 


of their Anceſtors, and their own Services. 
Tx Uſes. made of theſe Rules, in the Reign of 
the late K. James, ſufficiently. manifeſt their Intent; 

and what diſmal Havock hoſe dangerous Powers have 
produced in this City, in a late Reign, muſt be yet re- 
cent in the Memory of many till living, Nothing, 
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doubtleſs, but the happy Reign in which we now live, 


and in which ſuch unjuſt, enſlaving Powers can never 
be exerciſed, could make the A A of the im- 


pending Slavery tolerable to any free People, Under 
an evil Adminiſtration, which, thank God, we have, 
at preſent, no reaſon, in the future, to apprehend, 
except from the Frailty of human Nature, of which 
Men of Liberty, and Wiſdom, ſhould ever be jealous, 
and vigilant; what a diſmal, an horrible Proſpect lies 
open ! If ſuch we ever live to ſee, and that the very 
outward Form of our Government then ſubſiſts, it 
will not be ſurprizing, to ſee our Commons the ſervile 
Creatures of a fingle, dependent Magiſtrate, as often 
choſen for Vice as Virtue, and perhaps, on the ſame 
laviſh Conditions, that he himſelf was appointed or ap- 
proved, to ſerve implicitly as a Tool of illicit Power, 
or Faction, for any Purpoſes preſcribed : That Para- 
ſites and Penſſoners fill all Places of Power and Pro- 
fit among us; and that the Bulk of the Freemen 
conſiſt of foreign Uagabonds, Slaves, and other | 
profeſl ed Enemies to our Conſtitution. _ 
How vx, grievous and oppreſſive as theſe Ordi- 
nances appear, it is but our Duty to ſubmit to them, 
and pay them all reaſonable Obſervance, till the Le- 
giſlature judges it convenient to repeal them; but we 
cannot be too early in our Application for chat Pur- 
| poſe. We have a Right to complain and ſue for a 
Reareſs of Grievances z and tho* our Predeceſſors have 
zoo ſupinely borne with them, thus long, yet we have 
no Occaſion to doubt, that the great GuarxDians of 
our NATIONAL LIBERTIES will ſlight fo important 
Complaints, and not remove a 7oke, which nothing but 
the happy Government we live under, which 1s 
founded on, and ſubſiſts by, Liberty, could make to 
hang eaſy over the Necks Is any endowed with the 
| ſmalleſt, unextinguiſhed Spark of Freedom. For it 
is aparent, that had not Liberty been the Bafis of our 


Civil Conſtitution, we muſt long ſince have oy o- 
verwhelmed | in . 


Ta 
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they were inſtituted and appointed, and are, but a 
Council to the Chief Magiſtrate, without any Power 
: of electing, it is, in my Apprehenſion, as arrogant, 
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Tas have Lendeanourd to, lay open n he Plex 1 


| 82 Introduction of Slavery: 98 in thele New 


es, and to ſhew the many eftraints and Bae 


: may 1 been laid under thereby. But there are 
many other Evils to which they A indirectly, ſub- 


jected us, and indeed they be juſtly reckoned 
the Source of all the Miſchief r that befel this moſt 


antient and loyal Corporation, as we mall! in the Se- 


quel have Occaſion to dem onſtrate. 
Ir is now. Time to open a more pleaſing Scene: 


Permit me, therefore, to lay before you a ſhort Sketch 


of thoſe Rights and Libertie 11 which thoſe New Rules 
have rot abrogated. For thoſe, tho many of them 


be ajufty,and legally wreſted from the Aſſembly, may, 


by your. own, unaſſited Powers, by a vigorous Support 
of. our fait ful ] Repreſentatives, in a. zealous Perſe- 


i verance in irtue, and tru Loyal ty, be undoubredly, = 


in Time, reſtaured. 

Norwi THSTANDING All, that has been offered by 
our Antagoniſts to the contrary, Jam ſtill convinced, 
that the Commons have the natural, as well as legal 
Right of electing the Mayor and Conſtables of the Sta- 


Ple, the Recorder, Aldermen, Coroners, Receiver-General 


the City. Revenues, Town-Clerk, and Clerk of the Thal- 
ſel, and all other Officers. and Servants of the Corpora- 
Zion, not otherwiſe directed by the New Rules; 1 
have altered the Elections of Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and 


l only: See Remonſir. p. 15, 16, and 22, to 


That the Adermen are Creatures of the Conpora- 


a, nar we by Preſcription, not by C harter, (which 


the Recor 1 does not ſeem. to have conſidered, or di- 
in the Opinion he has given us ;) and as 


nay, as abſurd-in the Board, to claim a Right of e- 
in g Aldermen; in Succeſſion, as it, would be in his 


| Maielty 8 Privy Council, if 1 may, compare ſmall 


Things to * to take upon them. without his 
Majeſty's 
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as Council to the Lord Mayor, and who repreſent none 


but their own proper Perſons, ſhould pretend to any 


Proof in Favour of us, that altho the Aldermen, 


at this Day, purſuant to the aforeſaid annulled Rules 


of Berkeley, aſſume the Right of propoſmg all Al, 


and receiving and granting all Petitions, &c. before the 


ry 


Commons hear of them, yet no Public Corporate Act 


can be propoſed to, nor tranſacted in, the Aſſembly, but 


by, or in the Name of, the Commons. How this 
Right came to be withbeld, and the Aldermen took up- 
on them to frame Petitions for, and in the Name of the 
Commons, and ſend them with written Orders indorſed, 
to the Houſe, when, perhaps, not a Member faw or 
heard of ſuch Petitions before, as is the Caſe at preſent, 
is a Matter of ſo extraordinary a Nature, that it de- 
ſerves our immediate ſerious Conſideration, 


* 


Right to the Admimiftraclon of Marters, from ear- 
| Heſt-times, committed to the Repreſemamves of the 
People only. It ſeems to me, à ſtrong preſumptive 


i; 26 ) 

Fax greateſt "5. Bk to civil Liberty among us; 
1 I think, allow, that the Rights of deliberating 
on, and of propoſ ng and tranſacking, o matters andthings 
relating to a. Body- politic, muſt naturally reſide in ſuch 
_ Body- iti, or. it's, Repreſentatives, even tho they may 
nos have the Power of wr Arras their Ats or Reſolutions 
Finally, without the Concurrence of ſome. Head, as the 
chief & 09" 215 or the lite. This Right, veſted in 
our Corporation, from it's earlieſt, Engliſb Foundati- 
on, . ſtopd firmeſt in Oppoſition to all Tncroachments 
of the Great. For it can hardly be imagined, that 
any thing tending to the prejudice of the tohole, 
| ſhould, be introduced by thoſe, whoſe Virtue alone 
could recommend them, even to a Temporary Seat 
n the. Aſſemhlies. And therefore when Devices de- 
Mate of Liberty were projected, it was neceſſary to 
take this Power out of the Hands of the Commons, a 
numerous and fleeting Body, and place it in the . 

men, a ſmall and Permanent Corps. Accordingly it 
was ordered, by Werkey' g * New-Rules, that forthe 
future, the Commons. ſhould not take upon them to receive, 
read, deliberate, or debate upon, amy Petition directed o 
the Aſſembly, until the ſame ſhould be ſent to them with @ 
 zorjtten Order thereon, from the Lord Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen. . Theſe Rules, tho in. general, the 
"moſt _ Slaviſh and Tyramical Contrivance, that ever 
entered the Head of a wicked , Miniſter, were, not- 
withſtanding, received, approved, complied with, and 
executed by the Board; with a. Declaration, that it 
was not proper or ſafe for any Citizen to oppoſe theſe Or- 
 dinances, or to apply for any Suſpenſion, . Remiſſion or Al. 
Zeration of them, or of any part thereof. Monday 
Book. January 3. and 13. 1671. This could not 
have failed producing the defired Effect. The Alder- 
men made the intended Uſe thereof, and ſoon. turned 
the Aſembly topſy-turzy. For by this Order the Com- 
mons were but barely. left a Negative, in all Matters: 


Which fee in the Monday-Book of Jan. 3, 1671, and an 
*ttefied Manuſcript e in the College Library. 


And 


N (39 
And as All. Buſineſs was uſually Tabo ca by way 8 
of Petition, Petitions muſt now come thro” and from 
the Aldermen; and to make them flip down the bet- 

ter, they were, and are ſtill, called Petitions of certain 
6 of the Commits: And now, tho? theſe Rules were en- b 
tirely voided, the ſecond of March after they were 
framed, and tho* there is no Part of this Clauſe 1 885 
the New Rules publiſhed. by Lord Eſtex, in the 
Year 1672, yet 1s it fully obſerved and ee as e- 
ver, and deemed, as it really is, one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Priveleges the Aldermen have from the Com- 
mons uſurped. Under this Veil, it is eaſy to conceive,” . 
how, many of the Elections came, in time, to be ſto- 
len from the Commons. For, if the Commons were not 
to Dede or paſs any $7647 till. it was firſt 2 5 bo 


ew & ou 
— 


— by the Commons. © But the King all Eleclis, 
ons, eſpecially thoſe of Adermen, C oroners, and M6 
Places of Honor or Profit, for Approbation, or Con- 
Ermation, to the Commons, was ſoon, and eaſily, 
dropped by the Board, who in time endeavoured to 
perſwade, that this Submiſſion to the Commons was 
a meer Matter of Form; and accordingly, Alderman 
Ransford's Election is entered in the Monday Book 169: f 
in this Manner, Mr. Mark Ransford having been cho- 
* and elected an Alderman of this City laſt Midſummer- 

Aſſembly Day, but By MST AKE, uot baving been entered 
or publiſhed to the Commons, the ſaid Election is nom al. 

} owed, &c. and Rensfordis ſworn accordingly. But this 
Attempt to ſhake off the Commons was carried further. 

a few Years after. For Forſter was choſen Recorder, 
by the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen alone, and upon an 
Aſſembly Day, | without any Regard to the Commons, 
and zhe Sheriffs being abſent, as alledged, M. Book 15 
of September 1701. By Virtue of Which Election 4. 
lone, he poſſeſſed that Office. No Wonder then that 
the preſent Board, who have often confeſſed tbemſelves 

„ 2 „„ 3 wa 
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utterly. ignorant of Charters and By-laws, declarin g. 
| that they purſued the Example of their Predeceſſors, and 
were determined to hand the Powers they received from 
tem to Poſterity, ſhould now claim theſe, and many 
other Elections, as their legal Rights, and ſo have 
poſſeſſed themſelves of them independently. For 
who, after the New-Rules took place, were able 
to oppoſe theſe Abujes ? The Commons, who be- 
fore were the Bulwarks of the Rights and Liber- 
ties of their Conſtituents, were now no more ſuch, 
nor the free Repreſentatives of the People, but, 
for the moſt part, the Creatures of the Lord 
Mayor or Aldermen. For we have rarely, if ever, 
been free of ſome daſtardly Slaves, who uſed all cor- 
rupt Meaſures to get themſelves returned, by a Cor- 
poration, and had not Virtue enough to decline making 
Intereſt with the Board afterwards, whereby moſt re- 


ceived their Documents, and many agreed to the pro- 


' poſed Servitude for their Appointment; in ſo much, 
that till lately, it became doubted, nay aſſerted by 
ſome Commoners, that he Commons had not a Nega- 
tive on the Aldermen, in any Inſtance ; and even at this 
Day, ſome among us, who ſet up for more refined and 
ſublime Notions of, and greater Freedom in, Religion and 
Politics, than ordinary, publickly avow, that the 


Commons have no Right to deliberate on any Matters 


whatſoever, but ſuch as are ſent to them from the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen.-—So that upon the whole, it is 
evidently owing more to the Infatuation, than the 
Virtue, of theſe Men, that we, at this time, retain 
any independent Right, or that there remains any Color 
of our antient Liberty. 
Tua the Elections of all the City Magiſtrates and 
other Officers, were, either naturally or legally, veſted 
in the People, a ſlight View of our Charters and Re- 
cords, moſt certainly, proves: And that they muſt 
have To continued, till altered by Laws, the moſt 
obdurate Advocates for arbitrary Power, muſt confeſs : 
That all Eleckions have accordingly been, from the 
| Founda- 


t 
Foundation, made in the Aſemblies, the earlieſt Re- * 


cords of our City teſtify: And that no Aldermam 
conteſted the Right of Election of Aldermen being 


veſted in the Corporation or Aſſembly, before the iy ” | 


of King Charles I. is, I think, obvious from the Pre- 
amble or Recital of the Charter of this Date. See 
RemonsT. pag. 15 10 18. In the moſt confuſed and 
corrupted Times, even thoſe in which the News 
Rules were framed, this Right was deemed too 
ſacred to be violated ; or, at leaſt, it eſcaped the im- 
pious Hands of Inſlavers till lately. 
IuXur us now ſee, what the Aldermen have to offer 
in favour of their Preten/ions to this Right of elefting. 
The only Proof then offered by the Board, and the 
Recorder, for this Purpoſe, i is taken from the Mondays 
Books, which are private Minutes of ſome Tranſ- 
actions of the Mayer and Aldermen, kept by tberr 
Clerk only; who was ſometimes an Alderman. Now, 
all that zheſe Books, which were quoted by the Ader- 
men againſt the Commons, tho* they were prohibited 
ſeeing them, till the Recorder lately adviſed the con- 


trary, and which are now cited, by the Recorder him- _ . 


ſelf, againſt us: All, I ſay, theſe Books, ſuppoſing 
them Records, can prove to this purpoſe, is, that th: 
Mayor, or Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen, met weekly, 
and, as much as in them lay, choſe Aldermen, and ſome 
other Officers of the Corporation. But the /eakneſs and 
Inſufficiency, it not the Fallacy, of this Argument, 
will appear, by examining the Rolls of Ads of Aſſem- 
bly, which are the only authentic Records of corporate 
Acts, and which are ſigned by the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen themſelves. For they prove, that th: 
Elections, tho' firſt made by the Board, eſpecially 
ſince Berkeley g Time, had the Sanction of the Com- 

mons, in ſome ſubſequent Aſſembly, before the Electel 
could legally act in any Office to which he was 
Choſen by the Aldermen only. I ſhall explain this 
Matter more * in examining the Oęinion given by 
1 55 „ 
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our Recorder, on theſe Matters, the I 13th of O . I 


Jaft. ; 
IsﬆHaLL not take up your Time with any Remarks 


on the feeble Oppoſition given by the preſent Board 


of Aldermen and their Favorites, to the Reſtoration 


of the Rights of the Commons. It is a falſe Concep- 
tion, a miſhapen, untimely Production, th at dies in 
the Birth ; an Ar- bubble, that breaks &er you ouch 
it, or an empty Barrel toſſed to amuſe a Whale; 
which, if he ſports withal, does but divert him from 


his Prey, till his Enemy frikes him unawares, and de- 
froys him. I ſhall only ſpeak to what the Aldermen 


take for their beſt Shield, the Opinion of Mr. Recorder; 


in conſideration of which they propoſed that his 
Picture ſhould be ſet up in the Thol/el, at the public 


Expence. _ 
1 will, I dare fay, be eng: a moſt audacious 


Piece of Knight-Errantry i in me, alone, to encounter 
the united Powers of the Board, and not leſs, this 
moſt learned Lawyer. I confeſs him, i in all Caſes, a 
moſt unequal N But as it is certain, * 5 


tho he got ſome Truth, he has not taken the lt; 


Truth in Evidence, ſo 1 conceive, an Opinion thus 
founded, muft prove moſt vague and uncertain, and 
muſt appear ſuch to every intelligent Free man 
Ir has been, in the REMoxsr. p. 28, Sc. already 
ſhewn, that the Hoſpital and Pree-ſehool, erected in 
Oxman toum, for the Support and Education of our 
poor, reduced Brethren, and their helplets Orphans, _ 
18 actually put under the Conduct and Government of 
the Corporation of this Cizy, by royal Charter, and 
what has been offered on that Occaſion is contraditted 
by none, except our Recorder, with any Appearance 
of Reaſon or Truth. Permit me then, to examine, 
with Freedom becoming a Proteſtant Citizen, the Opi- 
nion of this great Man, upon this Head, as alſo on the 
Election of Aldermen. I ſhall begin with the latter, 


and proceed i in the Onder he has done. "RY 


631 9 „ 
Mx. Recorder tells us, That having collected all 
e the Evidence relating to theſe two Points, which 


0 appear in the ſeveral Reports of a Committee 6E 


% Commons and a Committee of Aldermen; in the 


< ſeyeral Charters and Matters of Record, contained 


* in a Book, intituled, The Recorder's Book, and in 
* the Rolls of Acts of Aſſembly, to the Year 1652, 
< as well as in the Petitions, on which Acts of 
<. Aſſembly are founded, to the Year 1660, and in 
c two Books, called Mondays -Books ; as alſo in the 
Report made by the Houſe of Commons, in the 
Fear 1716. He is of Opinion, that the Right of 
« electing Aldermen, is in the Lord Mayor and 
* bu .alone, and that the 3 of the 
© Hoſpital and Free. ſchool in O»man-town, 1s in the 
* Perſons mentioned- in the By-law, and that the 
Charter is thereby reſtrained.”* - 
Tr is. not to be. wondered, that the Aldermen lan 
great Streſs upon an Opinion ſo much in favor of them, 
and that the Authority of ſo great a Lawyer, and ſo 
good a Man, ſhould damp the Spirits of many who 
wiſh well to the Liberty of the Commons; eſpecially 
ſuch as are unacquainted with the Conſtitution. of this 
City. This it is, which has cauſed ſuch a Defection 
in our Numbers, and occaſioned ſome, who, hereto» 
fore appeared zealous Advocates for the Rights and 
| Likerties of the Commons, openly to deſert that 
Cauſe, and ſervilely to pay Court to thoſe now poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Powers in Conteſt, , ſupported, and 
confirmed, as they imagine, by this Opinion. But 
let ſuch prove themſelves good Proteſtants, by giving 
no place to implicit Faith, Let them examine all 
Matters carefully, by the Ballance of Reaſon and 
Truth, before they give into the Aſſertions of any, 
1 greateſt en. 
Heap theſe Matters depended upon any Faplangs 
tion of the Laws, I muſt have. given up entirely to 
this Opinion: But, as I conceive, it requires no 
t Depth of Knowledge in the. Lau to examine 
natural 


3 


' watural Rights and poſitive Facts, and to ſtate them in 
ſuch a Light, as every fair, intelligent Man may 
form a juſt Judgment of them; fo, I preſume, I 
may be allowed, thus far, to launch into this Diſ- 
pute, in which you all know my Credit and Veracity 
is, in ſome meaſure, concerned; as it is incumbent 
on every Man to ſupport Truths; thoſe eſpecially 
Which he has, publickly, or privately, ane. 
Mx. Recorder advances, that the Grants of King 
Henry II. and King John, were to the Citizens of 
Dublin. But here I muſt beg leave to ſtop the 
Recorder, to deſire he will tell us, when tbeſe Grants, 
or this Grant of King Henry II. were, or was made? 
and where they, or it, may be now depoſited ? For, 
upon the ſtrict ſt Enquiry, I was never able to find 
n Grant from that King to this City, The firſt 
Grant of this City was made to the Citizens of Briſtol 
by Prince John, Lord of Ireland, Son to King 
Henry H. which Grant was afterwards confirmed by - 
his Father; and this is the only Charter, relating to 
this City, that Zenry II. made, as far as I can learn. 
By this it was, that the Peopie of Briſtol were firſt 
incouraged to ſettle here. The next Grant made by 
John was long before he was King, in the Reign of 
-his elder Brother, Richard 1. That Grant, indeed, 
was to the Citizens of Dublin, for ſo the Briſtol C olony 
called themſelves, when thence tranſplanted hither. 
After this, it is true, the Titule of the Corporation 
was varied, from time to time, much as the Re- 
corder obſerves, from Citizens of Dublin, to Provoſt 
and Citizens of Dublin; from that to Mayor and Com- 
monalty ; from that to Mayor, Bailiffs, and Common- 
aliy; from that to Mayor, Bailiffs, Commons, and 
Citizens; from that to Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and 
Citizens ; and laſtly, to what it now ſtands, Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and Citizens: Which Ti- 
tale was granted to our Chief Magiſtrate by King 
Charles I. and not the II. as Mr. Recorder aſlerts. I 
Pt no Man 8 think Ss injure the Recorder, when 


J declare, 


4 


1 declare, I can pay no Deference to an Opinion, 
even from him, founded upon ſuch palpable Miſrepre- 
ſentations of Charters as theſe appear. And indeed I 
believe ſuch can be of no Weight or Authority with 


any Man of Judgment, willing to inveſtigate Truth 


without Prejudice. 


Ix the next place, Mr. Recorder informs us, © That 


„ he finds mention of Aldermen in Henry VIL.th's 
3 Time, under the Title of Furees, in a Pardon from 


© that King to the Mayor, Jurees, Bailiffs, and 


ce Commons of Dublin; and ſeems to apprebend, 
from a Report of the Houſe of Commons, that Ju- 


trees are Aldermen, I do not doubt this Information; 
Bor ſhall I here queſtion the Import of the Word Jurte, 


tho? I have as much Reaſon to induce me to think, 


that it formerly implied a 7uſtice, as the Recorder ; 


gives for thinking it means an Aderman. But what 
all this tends to illuſtrate, or prove to this Purpoſe, 
is, I own, beyond my Conception. If it be intro- 
duced to prove, that the Aldermen are hereby made a 
Part of the Conſtitution of this City, I believe it will, 
to all, appear but inſufficient Evidence. But if it be 
brought as a Proof, that Corruption was then intro- 
duced into the Corporation, I ſhall readily grant it 
and that the Jurees, whether Aldermen or Fuſtices, 
being as guilty as the Mayor, Bailiffs, or Commons, it 
was neceſſary to include them in this Charter of In- 
demniſy. It is not at all unlikely, that the People in 
Offices, in thoſe Days, were almoſt as void of Virtue 
as ſome of their Succeſſors; that they abuſed the 


Powers and Truft in them repoſed, by the Crown, 


or the Corporation; that they too cloſely adhered to 
the Intereft of the Houſe of 707k, particularly to that 
of Richard III. who had been, in fame reſpects, a Bene- 
Factor to the City ; and thence connived at, or per- 


haps aided, or incouraged, the Impoſtor Lambert 


Sinmel, who was then proclaimed and crowned as King 
in this City: Or that they ran counter to Charters, 
| E and 
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5 en! 
and, by due Courſe of Law, forfeited, or by Force 
and T yranny in thoſe Days prevalent, were robbed 
of their Char/ers, which might, afterwards, for ſome 
Conſiderations, be reſtored. What elſe can this 
prove? Does it veſt the Election of Jurees or 
Aldermen, in the Hands of Furees or Aldermen alone? 
Does this, or any other Charter, inveſt the Board of 
Aldermen with any Power, Privilege, Pre-eminence, 
or Authority, except thoſe appertaining to ſuch of 


that Corps, as are made Juſtices, or Governors of the 


Houſe of Correction, by later Charters ? I dare an- 
ſwer in the Negative. I know not what Expoſition 
of this Charter the Law may admit ; but upon the 
beſt Judgment I can pretend to form upon the 
Whole, it ſeems no more than a Precedent to the 


Crown, for ſeiſing all Charters that are any ways 


miſuſed, diſuſed, or abuſed. And if this were done in 
our Days, however 1t may ſurpriſe Poſterity, it cer- 
tainly could not excite the Wonder of any conver- 
_ fant in the Affairs of our Corporation at preſent. 

For the Prerogative can never be better exerted, than 
in reſuming Powers granted for the general Good of 
any Society, whenſoever they are found to be per- 
wverted, as ours are. 

Tas Charter of the 17th of Charles I. quoted by 
Mr. Recorder, preſumes a Power, from Uſage time 
izmmemorial, in the Mayor, Bailiffs, Commons, and 
Citizens, that is, in the Common-Council, of electing 
Aldermen; and that upon Information. See Remonſt. 

ig. 16, Sc. Let us then conſider whence this 
Information. It appears, that the principal Grants 
in this Charter, are made in favor of the Aldermen : 


for hereby ſix of the Seniors are made Fuſtices, with 


Power to the Board to chuſe others in Succeſſion. 
The whole Board are made Governors of the Houſe 


of Correction. Now, had Mr. Recorder gone a little 


further, he might have corrected a trivial Error, he 


ſets out with; for he mult have ſeen, that by this 
Charter, 


EL 


Charter, it is, that the Mayor for the time being is 
made a Lok p, and his Wife a LADY: And as the 


Aldermen got the Election of Mayor into their Hands, 
as before- mentioned, it is plain, this Honor, as well 
as the other Advantages, was continued, and con- 


firmed, to the Members of the Board alone. Who 
then may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have made In- 

tereſt for this Charter? If the Aldermen, which is 
moſt probable, in this Information, at leaſt, they 


may be allowed to have told Truth: Or, if the 
Aſſembly gave this Information, it muſt be unqueſtion- 


vdbly juſt and true. For, as the Lord Mayor and Alder- 


men muſt, of late, concur with the Commons to make 
an Act of Aſſembly, it is reaſonable. to. judge, that 


Both could not have agreed and joined in this Re- 


preſentation to the Crown, had it not been actually 


then the Caſe. This Information muſt therefore, 


I conceive, have been Matter of Fact, not of Law; 
and, if ſo, conſequently, it is evident Proof, that 
the Election of Aldermen muſt at that time have been 
in the Common-Council. Now that this was not a 
Matter done in a Corner, nor in any Hurry, or Con- 


fuſion, plainly appears by the Charter's being ap- 
plied for by the Aſſembly of Eaſter 1625, and the 


Recorder, one Alderman, and fix Commons, being ſent 
to England to ſollicite the ſame. Again, in 1636, 
by the Lord Deputy's being applied to for a Charter, 
whereby the Aldermen ſhould be made Juſtices. And 
laſtly, by the Chayter's being obtained, and the 
Recorder and other Lawyers being appointed to in- 
pelt and examine it before it was received; which 


Examination 1t again underwent in the 17th of 
Charles II. All which, I think, demonſtrably prove 
this Cherter's having received the joint Approbation 


of the Adermen and Commons, before it was accept- 
ed: And that it would not be accepted, and its 
Powers executed, as they have ſince been, by the 


Aldermen, had it been found to contain any thing 


£3 injurious 
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injurious to, or . derogatory from, the Powers or 
Rights of the Board, ſeems but a reaſonable Pre- 
ſumption. 


Bur Mr. PTS. if I rightly underſtand him, 


makes /ight of the Recital of this Charter, and ſays, 
te It cannot controul Uſage ; and that it would be 
* no improper Recital, though the Power of elect- 
& jpg Aldermen had been in a Part of the Corpo: 


% ralion. This I muſt take for granted to be 


Law ; In that reſpect I ſhall not preſume to queſtion 5 


it. Though I ſhould conceive this Recital ſtrong and 


\ 


clear Evidence, that the Election of Aldermen was, 


at that time, in the Common- Council. But, however, 
unaſſiſted Reaſon ſeems to ſuggeſt, that no Part of a 
Corporation can act, in any Inſtance, for the Whole, 
without proper Authority from the Whole ; and of 
ſuch Authority given by the Aſſembly to the Alder- 
men, there appears no Footſtep, not the leaſt Co- 
lor, but quite the reverſe; nor does any Charter or 
By-law extant, make the Aldermen an eſſential Part 
of the Conflitution of the City, more than ordipary 


Citizens are, or more than the Recorder, or any other 


Officer or Servant of the Corporation ; nor are they 
once named a Part, or Members of the Aſſembly. 


So that, admitting ach a Power as Mr. Recorder 


ſuppoſes, veſted by the hole, in a Part; till it ap- 
pears, that the Aldermen are a Part, or THAT 
ParT, ſuch a Conceſſion can be of no Advantage, 
that I can apprehend, to this afſumed Power of the 
Board. Moreover, the conſtant, regular Inrollment 
of the Elections of Aldermen with other Acts of Ajjeme 
bly, from the Date of this Charter to the Year 1711, 


is Proof, that, in all that Time, no ſuch By-/aw was 


made, and, conſequently, that it is a moſt unjuſt, 


idle bon. 


By Mr. Recorder's frequent Uſe of theſe Words, 


TBE CORPORATE BODY, THE WHOLE Bop, and 


the . it would ſeem, that ſome e is laid on 


the 
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the illaftrious Coke's Report, in the Caſe of Corpo- 
| rations, of Michaelmas-Ti erm, the 40th and 41ſt of 


Queen Elizabeth, which imports,“ That divers 


% Cities and Boroughs, being incorporated by Char- 
ter, ſome by the Name of Mayor and Commonalty, 
& others, of Mayor and Burgeſſes, or Bailiffs and 
Hurgeſſes, or Aldermen and Burgeſſes, or Provoſt, or 
« Reeve, and Burgeſſes, c. And that though the 
Power of electing Mayor, Bailiffs, Aldermen, Pro- 


* voſts, Efc. were, by Charter, veſted in the Cor- 


« poration at large, as in the Mayor and Common- 
* alty, or in the greater Part of the Commonaliy, 
« c. aſſembled, yet, that an antient Uſage of elect- 


of the Freemen, or Members of the Corporation, 


was affirmed to be legal, and juſt. Becauſe all 


« Bodies-corporate are impowered to make Laws and 
P 


Ordinances for the better Government of their 
Communities: By Force whereof, to avoid popular 
« Confuſion, zheſe are preſumed to have ordained, 
that the Election of Mayor, Aldermen, &c. ſhould 
« be for ever after in a certain determined Number, 
“ and not in the whole Body. 

No Lawyer, the Pilforence of Knowledge, and 
Capacity conſidered, pays greater Reſpect and Defe- 
rence to the Authority of this great Father of Laws, 
than I do. But I dare ſay, if I may pretend to un- 
derſtand this Sage's Words, it would diſturb his peace- 
ful Duſt, had it known how thoſe excellent IIluſtrati- 
ons of the popular Laws, which he compiled and left 


cc 
ce 


ec 


us, are daily ſtretebed and ſtrained, to ſerve the ſordid 


Purpoſes of ſome deſigning Men among us. Mr. 
Kecorder ſhould ſurely know, that We want not to 
reſtore the Election of Aldermen, to the Corporation at 
large] No; we are willing and deſirous to avoid po- 

pular Confuf 7on, and let it reſt in the Hands of a /ele# 


Number of the Citizens; but that, we think, ſhould. 


be the Body rereſenativ of the OO who alone ap- 
Pear 


„ ing the aforeſaid Officers, by a certain ſelec Number 


. 
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pear juſtly intituled to it. What then, is there in the 
Caſe of our Corporation, analagous to that of thoſe 
mentioned by Sir Edward Coke ? or how does this Re- 
port claſh with what we now contend for, the Electi- 
on of Aldermen being reſtored to the Common-Council? 
Is not the Common- Council a ſelect and determined Num- 
ber of the Citizens? and is not all popular Confuſion 
effectually guarded againſt, by the committing the 
tranſacting of this, and all other corporate Affairs, to 
this limitted Council? 1 | A 
MR. Recorder ſeems to inſinuate, that Uſage is 
in Favor of the Aldermen. I know not how. this | 
may ſtand in Law. But admitting, for Argument 
Sake, that Uſage or Cuſtom is, in this Inſtance, 
in Favor of the Board. Let it be conſidered, bat, 
tho" Uſage and antient Cuſtom conſtitute Law® ; and that 
Uſage is, in many Caſes, the beſt Interpreter of Laws f; 
Yet, that it is not the Length of the Time of an Uſage a- 
lone, but the Solidity of Reaſon that gives it Weight © : 
That Cuſtom cannot take place againſt, or to the Prejudice 
of, manifeſt Truth || : That an Uſage beneficial to One, 
and injurious to a Multitude is void**: And that evil 
Cuſtoms are to be aboliſhed +. Then it cannot, I con- 
celve, be ſaid, that Preſcription is againſt us, ſince it 
is aparent, that no legal Proof can be produced, that 
there ever was, or even is at this Day, an Alderman 
of this Cty ; the Rolls of Ads of Aſſembly excepted; 
which demonſtrably prove, that Aldermen were, ever 
ſince the firſt Inſtitution, choſen by the Common- Coun- 
cit, in full Aſſembly, till about the Year 1711. 
FURTHER ; upon Peruſal of the Monday Books, it 
appears, ſays Mr. Recorder, that the Mayor and Alder- 
men have choſen the Aldermen down to this time, and 
this, he adds, is Evidence, that there were Aldermen, 
and ſo choſen, before the time of Henry the Second, ar 


* Coke's 1 Inſt. 155. 2. +2 Inft. 18, 228, 282. 1 Inſt. 141. 
a. J 2 Inſt. 654. || Dav. 1 Tan. 32, b. * Lit. 212. ffCoke's 
1 Init. 141. a. &c. * . 


WE! 


if it bad appeared by the Charter, that the Election of 
the Aldermen was in the corporate Body, that ſuch E- 
lection was, by a By-Law, reſtrained to à fewer Num- 
ber, 10 wit, ihe Mayor and Aldermen, which in bis 
Opinion, he judged might well have been done. It is a 
Matter of no ſmall Surpriſe to me, to find, that Mr. 
Recorder ſhould read theſe Pondap-⸗ Books, and quote 
them after as authentic Records: They may, it is true, 
for ought I know, be ſuch in Law, tho', as the Board 
of Aldermen are no Body-Politic , nor a Court of Re- 
cord, and as one of the Corps has often acted as 
Town-clerk and Clerk of the Tholſel, I ſhould naturally 
judge, that he Books, which were wrote and kept © 
privately, by Direction of the Aldermen alone, might 
not reaſonably be produced, as Evidence of corporate 
Adds, 8 much leſs, of any Matter for the Board, 
tho', I conceive, they may againſt it. But to ay, 
that Books, or Records, kept no earlier than 1658, can 
be Evidence of Facts before the Reign of Henry the 
Second, that is before rhe Engliſh Foundation of this 
City, and above 400 Years before theſe Monday Books 
were known or heard of, that we can learn, is to me 
aſtoniſhing! Perhaps it's Law, and if ſo we muſt ſub- 
mit.— But if theſe Books prove the Rzght of electing the 
Aldermen, in the Mayor and Aldermen, down to this 
time, as Mr. Recorder aſſerts, which I ſuppoſe he muſt 
mean, in Law, not in Truth and Reaſon ; Pray from 
what Period ?----Even from the time of the greateſt 
Confuſion theſe Nations ever felt or ſaw; to wit, that of 
the Uſurper Cromwell, in the Year 1658, yet a 
Time moſt fit for the Purpoſes of the Board; who, 
in Oppoſition to the Commons and Citizens, came 
into this Jnflaver's Meaſures, at the Heighth of his 
unparallelied Perfidy and Corruption. Then it was, 
that the Aldermen judged it moſt opportune to ſeiſe 
upon all the Properties of the People, to lay the Plan 
for the Slavery, ſince, partly, compleated, to keep theſe 
Journals of their n a ing Tranſactions, and to * 
the 
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the Front thereof with acknowledging the Tyran!'s 
Toke, by ſuing his highneſs for a Confirmation of the 
City Charters. But, then, pray where were the Elections 
of Aldermen entered, before the Mondap-WBooks were 
kept? Why, even on the Rolls of Ats of Aſſembly, 
whereon they have been entered and continued till 
the Year 1711. And does it not appear, that the 
Election of Aldermen is not appointed or directed in 
am of our Charters, and, conſequently, that the A. 
dermen were. originally Creatures of the People ; 
and that their Election was preſcribed, determined, and 
performed, by them alone, without any Direction, or 
Interpofition, of the Regal Power? Moſt certainly. 


And are not theſe Inrollments of Ads of Aſſembly, 


the public Records of the City, which are all fpn- 
ed by the Mayor and Board, as good Evidence for 
the Commons, as the Monday-Books of the Aldermen, 
can be againſt them? In Reaſon and Juftice they 
muſt. Then how, or where, does it appear, that 
the Aldermen are made a Part of the Conflitu- 
tion; when, even at this Day, they are not, cannot 
be, mentioned, fo much as in the Direction of a Peti- 
tion to the Aſſembly? And what Reaſon is there to ĩima- 
gine, that the People have vefted this Election in the 
Board, when it is moſt evident, that the antient 
Form of creating Aldermen, to wit, by Act of Aſſem- 
Sey, has been thro' all the Changes of times kept up, 
from the firſt Inſtitution, as far as we can look back 
into Records, to the Year 17112? For if Mr. Recor- 
dier will take the Pains of comparing, he muſt find, 
that tho* the Aldermen met weekly to confer upon 
Matters concerning the Mayoralty at firſt, and by 
Degrees, touching the whole City, and took upon them 
to make Elections of Aldermen and ſome other Officers, 
which were of courſe entered in the Monday Books, 
to ſhew, that the Aldermen choſe for themſelves, 
and as much as in them lay ; yet, that in ſome ſub- 
ſequent Aﬀembly, ſuch Reſolutions of the Board 
| , | were 


% 
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were confirmed, and made corporate As, and fo 
entered on the Rolls in due Form, before the elected 
could act legally in any Office ſo conferred; though 
this Confirmation was, ſometimes, not obtained for 
ſeveral Years after the Board had firſt elected; as 


in the Caſe of Alderman Thompſon. Now, if the 


Aldermen's Eleftions of Aldermen, and other City 
Officers, were, in themſelves, valid, and the Entry 
thereof, in the Monday - Books, a ſufficient Record, 
what need Ats of Aſſembly to confirm or record 
them? And upon degrading Aldermen, by the A, 
ſembly, what need it be ordered, that the City Pro- 
_ ceed to elect others? See REMONSTRANCE, pag. 23, 
245 25 | 5 | 
I any Afs of the Mayor and Board of Alder. 
men, not warranted by Law, be allowed to bind 
the whole Corporation, becauſe entered by the A. 
dermen in a private Journal of theirs, it is to be 
preſumed, by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, that All 

may. If, then, all the Tranſactions of the Alder- 
men, entered in theſe Monday-Books, were to have 
affected the City, as corporate Acts, it is not eaſy 


to conceive, in what Trouble and Confuſion this 


muſt involve the whole Corporation, and how uſe- 
leſs, and inſignificant the Commons muſt, hereby, 
have been made. For the Elections of almoſt all 
the Officers and Servants of the City, ſince the 
keeping of theſe Monday- Books, are firſt entered 
in them. And is the Aſembly, by this clandeſtine 
Entry, to be robbed of its Rights ? It appears, by 
the Monday- Books, that on the 15th of September, 
1701, Forſter was choſen Recorder, by the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen alone, without any Concurrence 
of Sheriffs or Commons, nay, the former being ab- 
ſent, as is ſet forth. Had this unjuſt Power been 
fince allowed; ſhould we have yet had a Sr ANN AR 
Recorder? But Mr. Stannard, in this Inſtance, taught 
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the Commons their Strength : Was it not then noble 
in them, and juſt, to break through this Obſtacle, 
and aſſert a Right, in all reſpects, ſo much to the 


Honor and Advantage of the Commons and Citizens? 


God forbid ! the whole City ſhould appear charge- 
able with the manifold Errors, Corruptions, Abuſes, 
Servility, and down-right Slavery, which, in theſe 
mighty, obſcure, Records, have the Sanction of the 
Board. It is ſome Comfort to find, that theſe 
great, good Books were, till lately, kept, as they 
ſhould be, in the dark. For had King Charles II. 
known, that the Aldermen of the moſt loyal City of 
Dublin, had acknowledged Oliber Cromwell's Go- 


vernment, and prayed the Tyrant's Confirmation of 


LISEG AL CHARTERS, it is much to be 


doubted, we ſhould not have received thoſe Marks 
of his Majeſty's Bounty, which we now enjoy; 
notwithſtanding the loyal Application the Commons 
made, in 1642, for an Act of Aſſembly, to expel and, 

disfranchiſe all Aldermen, Commons, and others, who 
had joined in the then Rebellion, or were, at that 
time, abſent from their reſpective Duties in the 


_  City,-— What can be more unjuſt and difingenuous, 


than for the Aldermen, at this Day, avowedly to 
ſupport, and act openly conformable to Berkelepꝰs 
annulled Rules, where they tend to oppreſs or in- 
flave the Commons, and to curtail Efſer's, though 
in full Force, and, by a kind of Teft-Act, upon 


their Honors, the Sacred Oath of Nobles, bing 


their Succeſſors to do ſo, where they are found 
to claſh with the Intereſt of the Board? Deluded 
Men! They that inſlaved their Brethren, knew, 
or regarded, not, that their Poſterity, though more 
remote, muſt yet be involved in the ſame common 
Calamity ! How will the Recorder's Picture ſtand 
with the Aldermen, when they ſee, that it was he 
that occaſioned theſe ſacred Archives of the Board, 
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to be thus diſcloſed, and expoſed to Plebeian as 
madverſion. 

Ms. Recorder ſeems ſomewhat ſurpriſed, that the 
Commons ſhould inſiſt on the Election of Aldermen, 
| particularly that of Sir Humphry Fervas, being en- 
tered on the Rolls, in the Words, by the Authority 
aforeſaid ; which the Commons judge to be of the 
Aſſembly. To clear up this Matter, he ſays, The 
« Aldermen and Commons fat apart, and that Bu- 

* ſineſs was tranſacted by way of Petitions, which 
“ vere firſt to be paſſed by the Aldermen, and then 
„ by the Commons.” True; but this laſt Para- 
graph is one of the lururiant Evils of Berkelep's 
Adminiſtaation, already complained of.-—- He ſays, 
« He has, upon ſearch, found all the Petitions, on 
& which all the Acts of this Aſſembly are founded; 
« but found no Petition of Sir Humphry Fervas ; 
e and hence concludes, that the general Entries 
of the Elections of Aldermen on the Rolls, are 
„only to declare the elected Alderman to the 
« Commons.” For my part, I muſt confeſs, I can- 
not ſufficiently expreſs my Concern, at finding this 
forced Act of Aſſembly, among many other Inſtances 
of Slavery, ſuch as oblitterating and annulling re- 
gular and legal Acts, and the like, upon our Rolls, 
by Orders from the chief Governor. As odious 
Badges of Servitude, impoſed upon our Predeceſſors, 
in corrupt times, by wicked Miniſters, I deteſt and 
abhor them : And as ungrateful to the Ears of a 
FREE-MAN, and unneceſſary to our Purpoſe, I, in 
the Committee, as well as in the Commons, oppoſed 
this being made a Part of the Report: But, now 
that it has been introduced, let us ſee of what 
Weight the Recorder's Arguments againſt it are. 
I believe it will not be deny'd, that Humphry Tervas 
was an Aiderman ; but ſuppoſe it were, how is it to 
tbe proved thar he was? I conceive only by the 


23 - : Rolls, 
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Rolls, not otherwiſe. If then, Humphry Jervas was ad- 
mitted an Alderman, it muſt be allowed that it was 
at the Recommendation of the Lord Lieutenant of 


this Kingdom, (who, by-the-by, had certainly, no 
Right to influence the Elections of a free People, who 


ſhould judge for themſelves, ſuch Recommendation, 


however, muſt have been ſignified to the Corpora- | 
tion, by a Letter or Meſſage to the Aſſembly. Why 
then ſho uld a Petition be neceſſary to found this 
Act on, which ſtands on the Rolls in theſe Words: 

It is alſo ordered and agreed, by the Authority afore- 


aid, purſuant to a Recommendation from his Excellency 


tbe Lord Lieutenant of this Kingdom, that Mr. 
Humphry Jervas be, and is hereby choſen and elected 
an Alderman in this City, in the place and ſtead of Alder- 
men John Cranwell, deceaſed. E. A. 1675.-— Is * 
it probable, if the Board could have legalhy choſen 
this Favorite of Power, that the Aſſembly would 


have been applied to? or that his Election ſhould 


be thus frongly made, and formally entered on the 
Rolls, and only on the Rolls? Then, if we may, 
at this Day, invalidate all Acts, that we cannot find 


the Petitions, on which they were founded, I would 
gladly know what our Kolls ſignify ? when it 18 


Plain, that there is not a Petition Preſerved for one 
Act in fifty that ſtands recorded. But, moreover, 
I would beg leave to aſk Mr. Recorder, among all 


the Petitions he has looked into, whether or no, he 
has found any for the Place of Maſters of the City 


Works? I dare anſwer, he has not : And yet thoſe 
Officers are, at this time, annually choſen by Af of 
Aſſembly, though the Act is Fe upon 70 Pelition 
of Candidates or others. | 


Bur I cannot conceive, with Mr. Recorder, that 
the Entry of the Elections of Mayors and Sheriffs on 


the Rolls, is, in any Senſe, adequate, or even ana- 
lagous, to that of the Alderuen. It is, perhaps, a 


Proof, 
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-Proof, that thoſe, as well as all other Elections, 
were veſted in the Common- Council, till abrogated 
by Laws. But though the Elections of Mayors and 
Sheriffs, ſince altered by the New-Rules, ſeem 
ſomewhat improperly continued; by way of Memo- 
randum, on the Rolls, yet it is not altogether unne- 
ceſſary. For, though the Commons have now no 
Vote in theſe Elections, yet are both, when elected, 
| Publiſhed and proclaimed to them; and the Com- 
mons are, to this very End, ſworn to attend ihe 
Election of Mayor on Michaelmas-Day. Moreover, 
the Election of theſe Officers being of great Conſe- 
_ quence to the whole Body, it is fit the Record 
ſhould, in the beſt Manner, be preſerved. But Mr. 
Recorder will find, that, ſince the New-Rules, the 
Elections of Mayors and Sheriffs are never entered 
in the Words of Acts of Aſſembly, ſuch as, ordered 
and agreed by the Authority aforeſaid, hereby, or the 
like; which evidently appears, by conſidering the 
Preamble of every A&, to be of the Aſſembly ; in 
which Form and Words the Elections of Aldermen 
are frequently entered. Now, if this ſame Form of 
| declaring the elected Alderman to the Commons, 
for Mr. Recorder ſeems to think it but. a neceſſary 
Form; I ſay, if this Form was at any time requiſite, 
and that it was the Aldermen themſelves here- 
tofore confeſs in the Caſe of Ransford, who was in 
Effect re-· elected, becauſe his Election at the Board 
was not made known to the Commons; how comes 
it that the Neceſſity has ceaſed? For the Election 
of no Alderman at the preſent Board, nor of any 
ſince the Year 1711, is thus publickly declared, or en- 
tered on the Rolls. "Theſe, and ſuch like Omiſſions, 
reflect no Honor on our former Recorders, who ſhould 
have been Counſellors 1 in, and Conferyaton of, our 
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& But *tis ſtrange,“ ſays Mr. Recorder, © that if 

ct the Election of Humphbry Fervas, in the Year 1675, 
% was by the whole Body, that no Claim has been 
% made of ſuch a Right by the Commons, from that 
« Year to this. Here Mr. Recorder brings in the 
whole Corporation upon us. Who has aſſerted, that the 
Right of electing Aldermen was in the whole Body in 
1675, or even in the preceding Century? None, 
that I know. For it was with other Matters, much 
earlier, veſted in a ſele# Body, to wit, the Common- 
Council. And does the Recorder ſtrange, that the 
Commons did not claim what was actually in their 


Poſſeſſion ?-—-For that they poſſeſſed, and preſerved 


their Right of electing Aldermen, then, and long 


after, I think, evidently appears, by the Election of 
Fervas, and ſeveral ſucceeding Aldermen, being en- 
tered on the Rolls, in the poſitive Terms of Acts of 
Aſſembly; particularly, that of Charles Thompſon, 
choſen by the Mayor and Court of Aldermen, as they, 
improperly, ſtile themſelves, in their Monday-Book, 

Juby 17, 1687, but not confirmed by the Commons, 
till 1692, when his Election appears to have been 

made by the Aſſembly alone. 

© Beſides,” ſays Mr. Recorder, when the City 
£ Books and Charters were ſo cloſely looked into, 
< in the time of Sir Conſtantene Phips, when the Alder- 
* men were ſo diſagreeable to the Government, and 
<« were threatened with a Proſecution, this was not 
e thought of, which would have diſabled the whole 
Board.“ Iam ſorry to be obliged to declare myſelf, 
far from thinking, with Mr. Recorder, that the City 
Books and Charters were cloſely looked into, theſe 
many Years paſſed, For if they had, it is more than 
probable, that many important Truths muſt have 


5 been revealed, which are now, thro* Ignorance, or 
Artifice, ſuppreſſed. If it be conſidered, who look- 
ed into theſe Books, and . in Sir Cons tan⸗ 


tine 
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fine's Time, it will appear, that they were aightly 
inſpected by ſome Hirelings, who examined their 
Contents carele/ly, or partially, and reported ignorantly, 
or corruptly. I could, myſelt, give many Inſtances to 
prove this; but I ſhall mention only two of the moſt 
glaring. The upright Judges of the late Queen Ame, 
cloſe Inſpectors indeed | recite a Grant of Henry the 
Third, Civibus Dublinienfibus & heredibus ſuis, &c. * To 
the Citizens of Dublin, and their Heirs ; An Abſurdity, 
that none but ſuch Slaves could have over-looked or ran 
into. Who knows not, that a Body-politic, which 
never dies, can have no Heir, or that the Heirs of the 
Citizens reſpectively, could not enjoy the Grants in 


this Charter, muſt be void of Common Senſe, as 


well as of Law. The ſame Wortbies inform the 
Council, in order to invalidate, or annull the Free- 
dom and the legal Form of Elections in this City, 
that Elections were but a Matter of Form; to prove 
which they aſſert, that tho ſenior Aldermen were abſo- 
lately intituled to be Fuſtices by Charter, yet they were 
entered, as elected, in Form; and inſtance Preſton, in 
1673. TAnd yet that no Alderman could then be a 
Juſtice, by Charter, till elected by the Board, I ven- 
ture to affirm ; and for Proof, I appeal to the Char- 
ter of King Charles the fit, before mentioned. But, 
now, ſuppoſing in Complaiſance to Mr. Recorder, that 
all theſe Things had ſtood as he would repreſent, and 
were not diſcovered in thoſe Days, where is the Mat- 
ter of Wonder? — It is with me no more ſtrange, 
that the juſt Hand of Providence ſhould infatuate, and 
curſe the Councils of Tyrants, than, that a Confuſion 
of Tongues was brought, of old, upon the impious 
Builders of Babel; or of later Date, that Gop has, 
more than once, ſo abandoned wicked Kings and Mi- 
niſters, that he has ſuffered them to be ſo far intoxica- 
ted, as to be baffled in all their im guitous an 4 


* Judges Opinion, Dec. 1, 1713. 
7 The ſame. f 


And, 
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And, tho? exalted to the higheſt Pitch of wordly 
Pomp and Power, ſurrounded and guarded by the 
moſt numerous Mercenaries, counſelled by the greateſt : 
and moſt learned Judges, and Lawyers, and even the _ 


higheſt Prieſts, that they and their Tools have, not- 


withſtanding, been caſt into the Zokes they prepared 
for others, and brought even to untimely Death, or 

_ perpetual Infamy, and Diſgrace. All this is perfettly - 
._ agreeable to the Wiſdom, Juſtice and Mercy of the 


ArmicaTy. But then had theſe proftizuted Advo- 
cates for Slavery, the Council, Judges, and Lawyers 
of a late Queen, to whoſe Judgment and Sagacity this 


mighty Defference is paid, been as wiſe and diſcerning, 


as, by Gop's Permiſſion, they were the Reverſe, un- 

Jeſs they had been Prophets, what Handle could 

they have made of an Abuſe, which though began, 
erhaps earlier, was not compleated, nor complained 


of, till after her Death, when their Powers, happily 


for us, expired? For it is but ſince the Year 1714 
that the Elections, or Entries of the Elections of 
Aldermen in the Acts of Aſſembly have been dif- 
continued. Fhen ſuppoſing, that the Government 
had found, that ſome of the then Aldermen were 
not duty elected, I cannot apprehend, that they could 
have proceeded againſt them, and much leſs againſt 


the whole Board, without ſome Information from 


the Commons, who could have beſt given legal 
Proofs : And it 1s well known, that the Commons 
were ſo cloſely united in the Common Cauſe, with 
the then generous, and ever-memorable Board, that 
they could not, had they diſcovered it, inform ; 
for, Thanks to Alderman Ralph Gore, none of Sir 


Conſtanfine's Zi of Commons were admitted. 


But can this not having been diſcovered in the 
Reign of Queen Anne, be an Argument, that it is 


not, now, that it is diſcovered, the Right of the — 


Common-Council ? No more, I conceive, than the 


manifold Errors, falſe Informations, fallacious Reaſonings, 


and 
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and unjuſt Judgment of the Contact Fudges and 
' Lawyers of thoſe confuſed, corrupted Times, can be 
admitted as legal or juſt Precedents for Proceedings 
in the Courts of Law or Equity, in theſe Ti imes of 
| Juſtice and Liberty. 

IT is not improbable I may be 2 in my 
Judgment of theſe Reverend Sages: But the Pro- 
ceedings not only of theſe Judges, but of others in 

the Reigns of Richard Il, Charles I, Charles II. Fames 

II, &c. plainly ſhews, that our Judges were not al- 
Ways HoLTs, or TaLBoTs, and mult ever make 


me diffident in their Opinions in Points concerning 
the Prerogative, or the Authority of the Miniſtry, 


while it appears that they were dependent Creatures 
of thoſe Powers, which they have ever been follt- 
citous to ſupport and extend. 

Bur if the extrajudicial Bae of Judges 
be of any Weight, in theſe Inſtances, with Mr. 


5 | Recorder, "7 hope he will allow them the like Force 


in other ſimilar Caſes. I deſire then it may be re- 
membered, that tho? the Ballaſt-Office was inſtituted 
for, and put under the Government of the Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and Citizens of Dublin, 
i. e. the Common Council; yet the Aldermen ſeized, 

and kept it in their Hands, till the Commons con- 
teſted the Matter, and had it referred to the Chan- 


cellor and Chief Juſtice in the Year 1507, which I 
_ - apprehend were not inferior to thoſe Judges of the 


raj Queen, in the Years 1711, 1712, 1713, 1714, 
in Judgment or Probity. And the Judges gave 
halt Opinion in Favour of the Common-Council, 


who thereby recovered, and have ſince continued 


: in Poſſeſſion of the Koen then in Conteſt. 


Bor to crown the whole, Mr. Recorder ſays, that 
he finds by the Monday-Books, that Chriſtopher 
Lovett was choſen by the Mayor and Aldermen, he 


laſt Day of September 1667, which was not à regu- 


lar Aſſembly-Day; and no Entry of this Election 


Es AN * 225 Rolls of this Tear; whence he con- 
„ G cludes, 


es, that an 3 was ; choſen when the Com- 
mons were not aſſembled. Weighty as this Argu- 
ment may appear, and plauſible as the Concluſion 
may ſcem, I think it is already confuted p. 61, 62, 70. 
But how Mr. Recorder can ſay the Commons were not 
aſſembled on the laſt Day of September, is very ex- 
traordinary; for it: is notorious, that, that is the 
Day appointed for ſwearing the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs ele& into Office, and that, unleſs it hap- 
pens on a Sunday, not only the Sheriffs and Com- 
mons, but all the Corporations are, on that Day, al- 
ways aſſembled : So that Mr. Recorder muſt allow, 
either that Lovett's Election was made on a Sunday, 
or, otherwiſe, at a Time when the Commons were 
actually aſſembled. But admitting this Caſe to 
ſtand as the Recorder ſets forth, it may in one 
Senſe prove more than is intended; if an Exception 
confirms a Rule, as I apprehend it does. On the 
other Hand, let it be remembered, that Thompſon's. 
Election to the Place of an Alderman is not entered 
on the Rolls for Seven Years after the Aldermen 
firſt elected him: And Forſter was choſen without. 
Sheriffs, or Commons; and held the Office by Vir- 
tue of this Election alone. Yet ſure, Fraud can- 
not be made a Precedent, nor an Election by U/ur- 
pation obtained, be legally eſtabliſhed in the Frau- 

Aulent or Uſurpers. The Commons have the Sa- 
tisfaction to ſee, that they have regained the Right . 
of electing the Recorder, and choſe the preſent 1 = 
Juſt Oppoſition to the Pretenſions of the Board. And 
had we the ſame Incouragement now given to aſſert 
our Right of electing Aldermen, that we then had, 


that of Recorder, J am ſatisfied, we muſt have been 


beſore this Time, as well eſtabliſhed in the one, as 
in the other. But ſuch is the Depravity of the Days 
we live in, that till we have the good Fortune to 
find ſome intereſted in reſtoring, as well as able to 
reſtore, our Rights, we may expect but little Aſ- 
ſiſtance in this way. 
No W 
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Now whether Ah Recorder may, from the Pre. 
miſſes, reaſonably conclude, hat the Right of elec. 
ting the Aldermen is in the Lord Mayor and Alder. 
men alone, 1 ſubmit to every candid, intelligent 
Reader. | 

As to the Government of the Hoſpital and Free 
School of King Charles the Second, that the Re- 
torder is of O nen, is vefted in the Perſons menti- 
oned in the By-Law, and that the Charter is there- 
by Hiram.” 

How far a By. Law may reftrain a Charter, is 4 
Matter of Law, of which I am utterly ignorant. [ 
confeſs I ſhould think it reaſonaÞle to judge, all 
corporate Bodies bound to act within the Limits ſet 
by the creating Power, the Letter of the Charter. 
But however that may be, I know of no By-Law 
relating to the Oeconomy of this Hoſpital, except 
thoſe of 8. Mar. 1668. Mic. A. 1670. Mid. A 
1671. 31. Oct. 1673. C. A. 1673. Mid. A. 195 
and Mic. 1680. mentioned in the Remonſtr ance ö 
28 to 32. And all thefe were only to appoint Com 
mittees, Truſtees, and Sub. Governors, by their Ap- 
pointment but temporary, and by their very Deno- 
mination, fubſervient and Miniſterial to the Aﬀem- 
bly. The Perfons by theſe By-Zaws ſo appointed, 
whe in Number, Station and Name, Gerne and 
aceftained, They were alſo Citizens, Members of 
he” fume Community, to whom alone, I ſhould 
think, ſuch Powers could, be juſtly delegated ; and 
when it was, for ſome, known, Reaſons, found con- 

venient, to add ſome Strangers to the Number of 
theſe Committees, Truſtees or Sub- Governors, long 
after their firſt Appointment, an Act of Aſſembly 
was deemed neceſſary ; as that of Mich. Aſſemby 
1680. when the Biſhop of Meath and others were 
introduced. But who have' made the many Peers 
and Gentlemen, not mentioned in theſe of any 
other Acts of Aſſembly, Governors? Several at 
this Time aſſume that tle, act publickly as ſuch, 
2 G 2 l plain- 
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plainly perverting the Intentions of this ein 
that Foundation. Mr. Recorder will hardly ſay, 
that Committees can increaſe or decreaſe their Num- 
bers, or that Deputies can depute, and if they can- 
not, there are certainly, even in his way, many «nfit 
Governors illegaly admitted, But J fancy there 
muſt be ſomething that I have not ſeen which the 
Recorder calls the By-Law, perhaps ſome New Or- 
der, in a New, obſcure Monday-Book. To clear up 
this Matter fully, methinks Mr. Recorder would 
have done well to name the Perſons that he judges 
to have this Right, and to point out the legal Au- 
thority by which they hold it. For as he has not 
cited this By-Caw, which reſtrains the Charter, as 
he lays, nor given any better Reaſon than a bare 
Aſertion to ſupport this part of his Opinion, he 
mult give me Leave to judge for myſelf, that he 
has left this Matter as doubtful, as it could have 
ſtood before. 
Tu us have I endeavoured to lay open this O- 
inion to you, that you may examine the 
Strength of theſe New Bars to your Rights, From 
this you may judge, firſt, whether the Recorder*s 
Picture being ſet up in the Tholſel, as the Aldermen 
propoſed, or a fit pecuniary Fee for a Lawyer, as 
the Commons would have given, be the more pro- 
per Reward for the Recorder s Pains in theſe Mat- 
ters: And ſecondly, whether your Repreſentatives 
ated juſtly in contending for theſe Points as they 
have hitherto, zealouſly, done. | 


From the Premiſſes you, may ſee, how the —— 


mons were reduced and broken by the Contrivances 


ol the Aldermen, in ReBrLL1ows, or other Con. 


vulſions of the Nation; which Opportunities were 
laid hold on, by. every Evil Miniſtry to diſtreſs 
and inſlave the whole. When the Aldermen had 

once, by any Means, poſſeſſed themſelves of E- 
lections, in Which they, till lately, allowed the 
Commons an Equal Right with them, or at leaſt 
a Ne- 
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a Negative, every thing elſe they defired ſoon 
uaturally followed. Nothing eaſier than to ſhake 
off the Commons, made dependent on, and Subſer- 
vient to the Aldermen, by their Appointment, 
under the New-Rules. Now Sheriſſs, Sheriff*s 
Peers and Commons, being all, much. alike Crea- 
tures and Dependenis of the Aldermen, it was un- 
likely they ſhould give Oppoſition to the Meaſures 
of their Creators at the Board; and ſo it proved in 

the Event. It was but neglecting, by Degrees, to 
| ſend Elections made by the Board for Confirmati- 
on to the Aſſembly, and the Aldermen ſoon claim- 
ed and aſſumed an abſolute Power, refuſed any De- 
gree of Submiſſion to the Commons, ſet up their 
Monday. Books in Oppoſition to the Aſſembly Rolls, 
and in time pleaded Preſcription in their own Favour 
againſt them. This illicit Power, inſtead of being 

oppoſed by the Sheriffs or Commons, was by them, 
acknowledged, and in a great meaſure, ſtrengthen- 


ed. For ſuch as had not Virtuè enough to recome 


mend them to any place by a free, popular Election, 
found private Corruption, promiſed the beſt Se- 
curity for their Promotion. So the vain and am- 
bitious cringed to, and fawned on, thoſe in Pow- 
er, and became firſt ſervile and compl aiſant Suiters 
to U/urpers, and in time, ſtrenuous Advocates for 
the prevailing Faction, againſt the Rights of their 
Brethren and Fellow-Citizens; from whom, being 
in all Reſpects unworthy, they could expect no 
Favours. In this wretched Situation no wonder 
all the Rights of the People ſhould be ſtolen, Electi- 
ONS proſtituted 3 and Offices publicly Set to Sale! 
Ix may not be an impertinent Digreſſion to take 
a ſummary View of the Effects produced by re- 
ducing the Power of the Aſſembly, veſting the 
Elections of Magiſtrates in the Hands of a few, in 
this: Corporation z with Regard to the public in 
general, as well as to us in particular, tho? it can 


afford but an n Proſpect to all, : 
| It 
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Ir is, I think, generally allowed, thit | no Go 
vernment is better or eaſier to the Subject, than 
the Monarchical, whena truly wife and good Prince 
happens to hold the Reigns. But becauſe a Surceſe 
fion of ſuch Monarchs muſt naturally be moſt pre- 
carious and rare, and that the Good done by one, 
has ſeldom or never eſcaped overturning by an 
other; All Nations that had any juſt Notions of 
Liberty, guarded againſt the Evils of Adra Pow: 
er, in One, or in a Few, by Emitting the Power of the 

Supreme and other Ms giſtrates, fecuring to the 
People a conſiderable Shale in the Adminiſtration 
of all public Affairs; and leaving all Places open 
to Merit, even in the meaneſt Petſon. No won= 
der then, we find of old, whete this happy Equa- 
lity and Freedom prevailed, that Men were called 
from their Plonghs and other Trades, to the great- 
eſt Employments in the State; For which Virtue 
muſt ever prove the beſt, the oreat Qualification. 

In theſe free Nations, where the People, thank 
God, have retained no ſmall! Share in the Govern- 
ment; wherever it has been found expedient, to 
create a Corporation, or a ſmall ſubordinate Stite, 
for the greater eaſe, and better Government of any 
Jeſſer Society, it has ever been the Care of the Le. 
giſlature, by way of Incouragement to Incorporati- 
on, not only, always to Secure to the incorporate Bo- 
dies the like Freedoms and other Benefits they had 
before, in Common with the great Society, enjoyed, 
but for the moſt part, to meliorate their new Fourt- 
dation, by ſome particular Increaſe, and Security 

of Franc ifes, our which a Corporation can- 
not truly exiſt. This has been the Caſe of our Cor- 
Poration, in an eſpecial Manner: For as it became 
the Intereft of the Crown to found this Communi- 
ty, and as that could not be done by Com} pulſion, 
it was neceffary to invite Men into it, by all proper 
| Tncouragements ; and none certainly, could be 


more Effectual, than the Aſſurance of Liberty, and 
the 
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che Privilege of making their own Laws. There: 
fore all the Charters confirm to the Citizens the 
fulleſt and moſt extenſive Powers, Privileges, 
Free-Cuſtoms, Liberties and Immunities, that could 
be demanded or granted. Of which the Election 
of Magiſtrates and Officers of the Corporation, is 
_ undoubtedly, none of the leaſt. While theſe con- 
tinued free and uncorrupted, there was the Strong- 
eſt Incouragement for the People to excel in Virtue, 
and to vie with each other in ſerving the Public. 
Merit, in this Caſe, could not be hid, nor have 
failed of a public Reward, But all ſuch Proſpects 
are undoubtedly cut off, ſince the Elections have 
got into the Hands of a Few; where private Inter- 
eſt or Pique, Party Affectious, or Prejudices muſt 
be, generally, the ruling Motives. It is moſt 
evident, with Regard to us, ſince that theſe Elec- 
tions firſt began to be abufed, the Places which, be- 
fore, were important and honorable, abated much 
of their priſtine Value, and when they came to be 
ſeiſed into the Hands of a few, they became, by 
degrees, apparently baſe, low and moſt contempti- 
ble. Nay the City it's ſelf, became deſpicable from 
it's Officers, and the Freedom thereof, once, juſtly, 
highly prized, is in our days, the reverſe, deem- 
ed no better than Slavery; inſomuch, that almoſt 
every Tradeſman of Fi igure diſdains and avoids i it, 
and hardly any deſire it, except a Few Jalers of 
Fortune, commonly called Gentlemen, who put in 
for it to ſerve Purpoſes too obvious to require men- 
tion; inſtead of a Number of Tradeſmen of fifty, 
 fixty and more, that in former Days were uſually 
admitted free in moſt Aſſemblies, when the City was 
not equal to half the Buildings, Inhabitants and 
Tradeſmen now therein. Then, Men that could 
not otherwiſe obtain their Freedoms, were glad to 
marry the freeborn Daughters of Citizens, which 
intituled them to their Fr reedom. Our Aldermen 
were 
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(36 
were reſpected and honoured; and if, by chance a 
bad Man crept into that venerable Canneil, the 
People laid Hands on him, and made him a pub- 
lic Example. So that none in thoſe purer Days, 
were allowed to make a ſhameful Trade of retail- 
ing or regretting Juſtice, The Wicked were not 
protected from the Laws, to ſtrengthen any Pariy 
or Faction, nor reſerved to higher Puniſhments, 
Stigmatiſing by Parliament, tor evil and corrupt 
Prattices in their Offices. Has this been the Caſe 
| ſince this Election was uſurped by the Few? Is 
there a Juſtice now at the Board, petitioned againſt, 
for the baſeſt and moſt dangerous Breach of the 
Duty of a Juſtice and an Alderman ? And are there 
 Afidavits produced to prove the Guilt upon 
him? I moſt heartily wiſh for the Honour of e 
few at the Board, with whom I have the Favour of 
being acquainted, and who deſerve the higheſt Eſ- 
teem, and Reſpect; as well as for the Good of the 
whole City, that theſe could be anſwered in the 
Negative; that none were admitted to that Coun. 
cil but the worthieft, and that no Offender was 
protected or coloured from Juſtice at the Board. 
Then ſhould we not have been reproached with 
our Boltons, our Dickſons, nor, &c. ſuch as by free 
and uncorrupted popular Elections, could never 
have obtained theſe Places. 
As for the worſhipful Set of Sheriffs and Sheriffs 
Peers, their generous, public Conduct, as well as 
their difinguiſhing worth in private Life, too plain- 
ly evinces their having been choſen, without regard 
to private Intereſt, Party-Affection, or the like, to 
admit of any Doubt. And the Characters of ſome 
Men lately rejected, tho* propoſed by Perſons uſu- 
ally allowed the complement of naming one, a She- 
riff, may ſufficiently prove, that private Animoſity, 
or ill grounded perſonal Pique or Prejudice prevails 
not row, in this Election. But I am ſorry to ſay, 
that this has not always been the Caſe, ſince the 
Election 


Election of theſe Offlcers was veſted in the Board. 
For eminent in Station, and Merit, as our preſint 
Sheriffs are, it is evident, that we have, heretofore, 
had ſome in their Place, in all Reſpects utterly dif. 
qualified for the Employment; ignorantly corrupt, 
corruptly ignorant; venal and proſtitute as their 
Sub-Sheriffs, Clerks, or Bailiffs. Let me illuſtrate 
this by a few Inſtances. TheSberiffs were formers» 
ly impowered to collect the Land- Gabel, a Rent- 
charge reſerved by the Crown, on the original Grant, 
ſince remitted; and made over to the Corporation. 
But it was ſoon quite loſſed, by the Ignorance of 
the Sheriffs, For being told by the Vulgar, that 
ſince Eſſex- Bridge was built, in the Place of which 

a Cable Rope was formerly Kept a-croſs, to ply a 
Ferry. boat, they would pay no more Long-cable 
Money ; it was deemed 4 moſt cogent Reafon for 
refuſal, with thoſe that knew hot, that the Tax is 
Land. gabel, not Long- cable Money; fo it has been 
fincs dropt, and is now quite diſcontinued; tho? it 
18 as =_ a Debt, as any the City demands, So re- 
gardleſs have ſome Sheriffs been of the moſt ſolemi 
Engagements, that they have farmed and ſold not 
only Bailiwics of, but the whole Sheriffevic, con- 
trary to Oaths: And ſuch bare-faced Violators and 
Contetnners of Laws; that they have employed 
Depatees and Clerks, diſqualified by Acts of Par lia. 
ment, under 4 conſiderable Penalty: So ſervile and 
Abject, that inſtead of maintaining their Rank and 
Dignity, at the landing of a Lord Lieutenant, 
when with the Commons, they ſhould receive and 
conduct him to his Refidence in their City, by ris 
ding on either Side his Coach, according to Rights 
dgaàad anten Uſage, fore have choſen to hang, like 
Footmen behind, or Slaves, to grace the triumphal 
Entry of @ Congactor; and that at the Hazard of 
being inſulted by ſome of the Mob of Mercenaries 
attending, whoſe Station that is: So diſqualified 
and unfit to prefide in a popular Aſſembly have 
N H - | they 
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they been, that iv have refuſed to ſtate, or put, 

Queſtions which they did not like, and, at other 
times, have put ſuch as they liked, by Force and 
Violence, on one Side only, declaring the deter- 
mination in Favour of the AM firmative, before thoſe 
on the Negative were aſked: Some have gone a 
little further, and actually refuſed putting Queſtions 

regularly propoſed by the Commons; demanding, 
nay aſſuming, the whole Power and Authority of 
the Body to themſelves; and openly refuſing to co- 
operate with the oreateſt Majorities; when in Fact, 
both Sheriffs can act but as one Chairman to the 
Houſe : So ſervile and dependent upon the Board 
of Aldermen, have ſome been, that they have taken 
upon them to ſtrike Committees as the Aldermen 
directed, not regarding the Concurrence of the 
Commons: And when in ſome Inſtances, the Com- 
mon aſſerted their Rights; ſuch Sheriffs there have 
ang as have not only lenced;inſulted, and abuſed 


in, to e che Members, and deſtroy the Li- 
berty of Speech; tho? they were by ſome Friends 
adviſed, that an armed Force was more proper, 
that dirty Work being beneath the Dignity. of the 
Board, nay, againſt the Eſſence of the civil Power. 
WI TH what monſtrous, outragious Inſolence to 
— oppoſing Members, with what violent and ex- 
ceſſi ve Riot and Tumult, a Petition was lately car- 
ried by the Sheriffs, againſt the Senſe of all the 
moderate, thinking Mien preſent, againſt the Rules 
and Orders of the Houſe, and againſt common 
Senſe and Reaſon, inveſting a:ſmall-Committee, of 
which five was made a Quorum, with an unlimited 
Power of diſpoſing of the City Revenues, is yet 
recent in the Minds of moſt Men in this City. It 
is well it is not requiſite, Tom 1 am unable to de- 
ſcribe it. of 
I coup dwell loner: upon this diſagreeable 
Subject: z but, I believe, what has — ſaid may 2 
Rs | . | Ce: 


* 
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fice; to ſhew, that there has been ſuch Infamous 


Abuſes, ſuch an abjef? Degeneracy, and open Cor. 


rußption in the Magiſtrates and Officers of the City, 


ſince their Elections were wreſted from the Aſſem- 
bly, and veſted in the Hands of the Fe, as muſt 
prove ſuch groſs Proſtitution of theſe Powers, as 
could not be introduced in uncorrupted, popular 
Elections, and as is too evident to require further 
Illuſtration. Now leaſt the Gentlemen of Station, 
ſhould judge me partial with regard to the former 
Commons, I ſhall preſently give a ſhort View, and 
Character of them. 


WIEN the Superiour Officers of the Cen 5 


were, themſelves, as weak, or wicked as might 
be, what muſt the Commons have been, who were 
made dependent on, and ſubſervient to them, by 


the New Rules of Berkelepand Eſſer? Under ſuch 


| flaviſh Impoſitions and horrible Corruptions, it is eaſy 
to conceive, how the. Spirit of Liberty muſt have 


ſunk and expired. And when Liberty was once, 


by any Means ſuppreſſed, Slavery ſoon took Place; 
ſo that the Uſurpers and Betrapers of the Rights of 


the People, inſtead of meeting Opponents, found 


Aſſiſtants, among the degenerate Commons, who 


wiſhed for nothing more, than ſeeing the whole 


Powers of the Corporation in the Hands of their 


Patrons, the Aldermen, ſolely 3; who being now 
poſſeſſed of the diſpoſal of ſeveral Offices, had Op- 


portunities of paying their P2oſtitutes, by Places, 
Leaſes, Penſions, &c. &c. It is but a melancholy 
Reflection, that righteous as our Commons, at this 
Time, appear, we have had among us, not half a 
Century ago, many Men of Yanity and Pride and 
Ambition, of the worſt kinds; born, and educated 
Slaves, Aliens to Liberty, and deſtitute of every 


Grace and Virtue becoming human Creatures: Such 


as have aſſumed all Colours and Shapes, ſeemed all 
Things to all Men, to bring about their own jinifter 


os Who one Day courted. Power and de- 
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ereed Popularity, but being diſappointed, the next, 
abuſed and inveighed at Power, in Terms void of 
common Decency; at the ſame time, bending their 
whole Adoration to Popularity: Who one Day 
vated for ſecuring Secrecy in voting, by Ballot in 
the Commons, another ſet up a Prozeji to deſtroy it: 
Who once joined with the Commons in a Reſolution 
to prevent all but Tradeſmen being admitted into the 
Franc biſes, on the Recommendation of any; but ſoon 
changedSides, moved and voted for the admitting oe 
by whoſe Admiſſion, on any Terms, the City muſt be 
a conſiderable loſer: who at ſometimes voted for 
keeping the chief Magiſtrate equally dependent on 
the Commons and Aldermen, by granting no Aug- 
mentation, before the expiration of his Office; and 
uſed uncommon Aſſiduity and Intereſt to with- hold 
it even from ane aZuaky entered upon the Office of 
Mayoraliy, who had probably ſettled his Oeconomy 


far the Sum uſually granted on that Occaſion z yet at 


another, could uſe indefatigable Induſtry in coaxing 
and cloſetting of Members, impoſing upon their 
Judgments, by private Infinuations, not fit to be 
mentioned in public, and tho* againſt a ſtanding 
Reſolution of the Houſe, argued and voted for 
granting the Sum of 500 l. to one of their Friends, 
who was not admited into the Magiſtracy, till af- 
ter the above Reſolution was paſſed : Who as Fan- 
ey acted, in judging whether the Adermen or Com- 


mons were molt likely to ſucceed in the Contefts 


between them, declared themſelves in the Intereſt 
of Aldermen or Commons alternately 3 always 
wavering, never ſteady: But one more remarta- 
bly proſtituted, has of later Years claudeſtinely crept 
into the Aſſembly, of ſo perver/e, wngrateful and 
flaviſp a Diſpoſition, that tho? his Circumſtances 

have been ſo far changed, as from abje# Slavery, 
to Liberty, from pinching Poverty, to Affluence 
of Fortune and high Station, by you my Fellow 
Citizens, yet has he made no better a Return, than 

| 9 es 10 


(61) 
to become a Spy, a Bully and a Penuſſauer, to our 
Enemies, and to employ, to our Deſtruction, the 
Powers of every Office conferred upon higil What 
may You expect from Men void of all Senſe of 
| Religion or Morality, S rangers and aliens to Your 
Country? who more likely to be ever ready ta 
make Ship-wwreck of Your whole Conſtitution, the 
better to wait Your Treafure to their native Shore? 


What Slave fo vile, ſo wretched, as the Profligate? 
ever harraſſed by the violent Impulſes of his inor-. 


dinate Luſts, and Paſſions, and who lives in abject 
dread of every of his Confederates, in Iniquity! 
Such as theſe will, and muſt, ever be Taols to the 
Faction beſt able to gratify their Deſires. 


Taz Aldermen thus, legally or illegally, poſſeſſed 


of the great, the principal Rights and Privileges 
of the People, with the Advantage of many De- 
pendent, ſervile Tools and Emiſſaries among the 
Commons, there ſcemed yet one thing wanting to 


fulfil their Deſires. For as their Servitors were 


not always ſufficiently inſtructed in their Parts, 
many Queſtions, of Importance to the Aldermen, 
were ſometimes miſ- managed, or loſſed in the Com- 
mon. To prevent which for the future, the Ader- 
men, not content with the Aſcendant already gain- 
ed over the Commons by their Appointment, hit 
upon a new, and indeed effectual Device, to take 


away all Power and Appearance of Liberty in the 


Councils. This was done by the Inſtitution of 
Committees, tho* I am humbly of Opinion, that 
the whole Common-Council is a kind of Committee, 
under You, my fellow Citizens. However it was 
agreed, that all Buſineſs. ſhould be referred to Com- 
mittees of Aldermen and Commons, and tho* Alder- 


men, in Proportion to the Commons, were not one 


to four, yet to ſtrengthen their Influence, in Cam- 
mittees, they were made one to two, of which the 
Lord Mayor muſt be always one. The Commons 
| were heretofore uſually nominated. by the * in 
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a Liſt given the Sheriffs, which was, till lately, 
conſtantly impoſed upon the Houſe. Now every 

matter that would be carried in favour of the Board 

was aſſuredly referred to one of theſe favourite Com- 
mittees, of which the Head of the City and Aſem- 
bly, contrary to all Method and Reaſon, was made 
the Chair-man, with him the Treaſurer, who was 
commonly the late Lord Mayor, and the Sheriffs were 
Joyned, with a certain Number of the Aldermen, 


and generally double, their Number of. the Com- } 


mons. So here have been a few Tradeſmen, if un- 

deſigning, frequently unknowing, in theſe Affairs; 
in Occupations often dependent on the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen, and by their Appoiniment as much, 
or more ſo, brought to confront their Superiors, | 


the chief Magiſtrate, his Brethren the Aldermen, 


their dread Bail or God-fathers, and the Sheriffs, 


_  Heretofore, to make ſure work, the kindred and 


Dependents of the Board were the only Perſons ad- 
mitted on any Committees; But ſince the Commons, 
not many Years ſince, have taken the Striking of 
Committees from the Aldermen, or their Sheriffs, 
a ſelect Number have been appointed by the Lord 
Mayors, out of- the whole Committee, which were 
called for want of a better Appellation a Syb- 
Committee; and were inveſted with the Power of 
the whole. Now, if the Aldermen think fit, this 
Committee or Sub-Committee is called together. By 
Permiſſion, they make, or rather joyn in a Re- 
port; which being ſigned by the Lord Mayor, 
fome Aldermen, a Sheriff and a few Commons, has 
ſeldom or never been known to be rejected in the 
Aſſembly, ſuch a Progreſs has implicit Faith, ano- 
ther Badge of Slavary, made among us. What is 
to be expected from the Tranſactions of ſuch Com- 
mittees? and what has long Experience evinced ? 
With Grief I tell it! the groſſeſt and ſevereſt Op- 
Preſſions, the worſt Deceptions of the Public, and 
the vileſt Impoſitions on the Commons, that Fleſh 
. 


(6) 


in n the loweſt degree of Depravity can deviſe! For 
tho? all Committees are uſually only impowered to 


make Enquiries, and to Report their Opinions to 


the Aſſembly; and tho? the Commons in point of 
Power muſt be allowed, at leaſt, equal to the A. 


dermen, in every Committee, yet have the Aldermen 
taken upon them to frame the Report, and the 
Commons have often, I ſuppoſe for Form's ſake, 
been called out of their Houſe, to the Stair.- Head, 
by the Clerk, to Sign it, when they have not, 
perhaps, heard it read, and whatever Order has 
been made by the Board thereupon has ſeldom or 
never failed of ſlipping, glibly, down, when back- 
ed by a Werkelean Petition of the Aldermen, ſent 
in the Name of certain of the Commons. Who 
dare refuſe ſigning this Report on the Stairs, the 
place where the Cates are diſtributed to the Vaſſals? 
who dare refuſe to paſs the Petition-? None ſurely, 


but Tories and Facobites ! or Thoſe that are yet 


worſe, Men of no Religion, or of no Faction] who 
are ſo audacious, as to fly in the Faces of their 
good and gracious God-Fathers, But this is not the 
worſt Evil that has aroſe from the Inſtitution, or 
rather the Corruption of Committees, and Sub- Com- 
mittees. For if the Members proved, but good, 
Hardy, ſtaunch F ellows, fit to ſerve, prone and 
paſſive, they were in former times allowed to fhare 
the Spoils of that Branch of the City Revenue 
committed to their Charge, and in time, were able 


to make themſelves quite independent on the Aſſem . 
35. Thus the Committee appointed for the Afa, 


fairs of the Blue- coat Hoſpital and Free. School, have 
zreſted the Government of that Houſe, and the 
Management and Diſpoſal of it's Eſtates and Re- 
venues, out of. the Hands of the City. And even 
now, contrary to Rights and to poſitive Precepis 
in the Charter, ſome of the worthy Gentlemen who 
call themſelves Governors, are become Tenants io, 


and in ome Senſe, even Free- bolders under, the 


Corporation; 
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Corporation; in as much as they pay it no Rents. 
And further, with intent to ſecure themſelves an 
Independence on the Aſſembly, and to ſever this Foun- 
dation entirely from the City, have, without any ar. 
rant, or Authority, in Law, Equity, or Reaſon, and in 
direct oppoſition to all, admitted many Foreigners 
into the Adminiſtration, thereby ſpoiling the re- 
x duced Citizens and their Children of the Proviſion 
» made for them in that Ho/p1ial; at the ſame time, 
preferring the ſpurious Off-/pring of their Ser- 
vants and others, the loweſt and meaneft of Man- 
kind, by Rotation of Election, ro the unhappy = 
Orphans of decayed Brethren, who, tho? reduced 
to the utmoſt Diſtreſſes in Life, even to begging in 
our Streets, are ſtill, notwithſtanding, denied the 
Relief intended for them by this Foundation, and 
which is their undoubted Right, their juſt Inheri- 
.,, 
Ir is true, few or none other Committecs have yet 
advanced thus far. Which may poſſibly be owing to 
this, that che Revenues are = fo eafily ſevered. 
from the Corporation. But it is evident, that ſome 
have gone further, chan any reaſonable Man could 
1 ne. The Committee appointed on Supplying 
abe City with Water, made a poſitive Purchaſe of 
the Mills and Ware of [/land- Bridge, tho* they 
were only impowered to treat for them. And a- 
greed” to give 35001. for them, tho? it is notorious, = 
that they were often publicly offered to Sale for lefo 
than half that Sum. They ordered Deeds to be 
drawn, and perfected, for the Bargain, without auß 
1 "Membly, nay an Alderman of the firſt Mag- 
nitade, declared, it was not neceſſary to read ihe 
Deeds in the Committee, before they were porfected, 
tho? it afterwards appeared, upon reading, that 
there were many Blanks in them: And notwith- 
ſanding this was, at the Peril of much Anger and: 
Abuſe, oppoſed, and for this time fuſpended, by 


the 2 ha of the Recorder, a ae 
Wa ñ 
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was, in a Day or two following, called, which did. 
the Work. And even, tho? all the Mills, Ware, 
Fiſhery, Sc. with all their Appurtenances, were, as 


I apprehend, poſſitively and expreſsly purcha'ed, 
yet ſeveral Articles, which would ſeem Appurte- 
nances, ſuch as Beam and Scales, Sc. and even Bolt. 


ing Cloaths, without which one of the Mills muſt 


neceſſarily be imperfect, were afterwards brought into 
a ſeparate Account, to which were likewiſe added, 

the Expences of repairing Breaches made in the Ware, 
ſix Months before the City was put into Poſeſſion, 
nay, before the Seller made out a clear Title; yet he 


Comittee judged all theſe charges juſt and reaſonable ; 


lo that there were ſeventy or eighty Pounds paid on 
theſe Demands. But further, this ſame Committee or- 


dered an Engine to be erected at land. Bridge, at 
a moſt immoderate Expence, without the leaſt 
Power or Authority from the Aſſembly. How the 


Committee inveſted by the Board, and the Sheriffs 
in a Riot and Tumult the 5th. of March lait, with 
an unlimited Power of expending Money on the 


arraying the Militia will behave, Time muſt new. 
Now, What is the Conſequence of theſe, and other 
modern Expences? why the Money is raiſed on the 


City Security one Year, more 1s borrowed to pay 


the Intereſt thereof the next, and ſo runs on Intereſt 


upon Intereſt without End, that is all. And now 


by this and the like Abuſe, and Miſmanagement. 


of the public Treaſure, we have within the Com- 
paſs of 29 Years run upwards of 300001. in Debt; 
and above ſeventeen hundred Pounds, more than 
the annual income of the City, has been expended 
every Year, upon a Medium, for ſeven Years laſt 
| Paſſed. So that our only Comfort is, that, at this 
rate, our Cares muſt ſhortly. be at the End. I 
can not ſay whether this proceeds from the Spartan 
Principles of contemning Riches, but believe we 
ſhall ſoon be, in Poverty, Spart ans. indeed. 
Now if at any time, by Accident or Over. light, 
a Report ſhould be agreed on, againſt the liking 
or Intereſt of the Aldermen, what think You, be- 
1 0 
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comes of it? Why truly it is never once heard 
of in the Aſembly. Thus the Board are ever ſure 
of carrying favourable, and ſtifling unfavourable, 
Reports, or which is the ſame, preventing any 
being made, even tho? Committees, for one and 
the ſame Purpole, ſhould be continued above nine 
Years together. And thus it 1s evident, in many 
0 that the City is running to it's Deſtructi- 
: It's Liberties invaded, it's Franchiſes and E. 
Aer given up, it's Revenues loſſed, it's Rents and 
other Debts not ſued for, and it's Rights in general, 
not proſecuted, as they require, All, in a great 
Meaſure, owing to the Ignorance or Corruption of 
Committees, or of thoſe who ſhould call them to- 
gether. Tho? in Juſtice it muſt be confeſſed, that 
had all the Committees been as well diſpoſed, as 
wiſe and as juſt, in theſe our Days, as could be 
' wiſhed, under the preſent Regulation, it is ſcarce 
poſſible all the Buſineſs ſhould be effectually done. 
For the Lord Mayor and one of the Sheriffs are 
made meceſſarily two, in moſt Committees. Se- 
veral Committees are ſummoned, and ſometimes a 
Poſt Aſſembly, to meet at the fame Hour. Now 
judge how it is poſſible for them to go thro? the 
Buſineſs, when every one knows, that the Body of 
a Lord Mayor 1s hardly diviſible, and that thoſe of 
our two high Sheriffs make but one in Law, and tho 
we ſhould even ſtrain a point, as we ſometimes do, 
and make them paſs for two, yet, alas! they can- 
not make four. Then ſuppoſing all theſe Com- 
mittees are met, and ready to do Buſineſs, they can- 
not regularly proceed without the Lord Mayor and 
a Sheriff, and it is well known, that one and Both, 


are ſo taken up in other Affairs,. that they can not 


poſſibly attend. But this Difficuly is thus, eaſily 


ſolved. The Names of the Members are all that 


are wanting, to ſign a Report, already prepared, 
in ſome precedent, like-confuſed Meeting. S0 
little or no time is required, or indeed allowed, for 
their Deliberation. Ty an Alder man, I ſhould 

have 
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have ſaid, The Alderman has, more than once, in- 


formed them, when ſome have taken the Liberty 


of ſpeaking in his Preſence, who were not liked, 


that they did not meet to ſpend time in talking over 


theſe Matters, but to do Buſineſs. That is, as I under- 
ſtand him, 70 agreee to his Propoſal or Report. And 
when the Lord Mayor could not be preſent, the 
ſame great Alderman bad them agree to the propoſed 
 Bujineſs, do their part, and he would anfwer for the 
Lord Mayor*s ratifying it. Thus, you ſee, we are 
in nothing more regular than in Irregularity and 
Confuſion ! 

I could expatiate much further upon this W 
N Subject; but what has been ſaid is, I think, 
ſufficient to ſhew, that there has been inconceivable 
WMeafneßß, or Corruption, in every part, from the 

Higheſt to the loweſt, of the Adminiſtration; and 
that by theſe latter means, we have been kept con- 
ſtantly in troubled Waters; nay, the whole Aſſem- 
bly in one perpetual, confuſed hurry 3 no Buſineſs 
of any kind offered to be done, neither Committee 


nor Poſt- Aſſembly to be appointed, or ſummoned, 


but as the Aldermen directed, and as they found 
Men and things prepared for their Purpoſes. —Who 


ean conſiſtent with moral or legal Obligations know | 


theſe Abuſes and conceal them? 


When the Gentlemen at the Board, by ſuch Mea- 


ſures as thefe, reduced the natural and legal Power 
of the Commons, and made them, in effect, but Cy- 
phers, by wreſting the Diſpoſal of Places, and even 
of the Revenues of the Corporation, out of the 
Hands of the Aſſembly, it is not to be wondered, 

that they ſhould ſet up a new Star- Chamber, or 
eſtabliſh themſelves perpetual Conſuls, or Dictators, 
to the Commons: That al} Things ſhould be done 
in the City as they directed, or commanded, nothing 
otherwiſe: That complimentary Addrefles ſhould 
be made to the Government, by the Aldermen in 


the Name of the City; and that in ſhort the Lord 


Mayor and Board ſhould take upon them, ** 
Ft: ” 13 n- 
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Inſtances, to appear, and act for the City, in gene- 
ral, in all Matters, of what kind ſoever, without 
any regard to the Commons. Nor is it more ſur- 
priſing, that the preſent Board ſhould ſteer the like 
| Courie, and exerciſe the ſame Powers, which their 
Predeceſſors in ſome ſort pointed out, and handed 
down to them, and that therefore they ſhould be- 
come impziient of Oppoſition and tenacious of what 
they apprehend their Rights. But I muſt ſay, with 
Concern? that they have in many Inſtances treated 
the Commons too contemptuouſly to be born. Such 
as baffling and obſtructing all fair and juſt Enquiries, 
regarding the Diſputes berwixt us; refuſing to re- 
ceive Petitions from us, at firſt, or to give any 

Anſwer or Satisfaction to ſuch, even when the Re- 
corder afterwards declared we had a Right to frame 
and ſend ſuch Petitions : Putting Foreigners into Em- 
ployments that ſhould be filled by Cilixens only, with- 
out any regard to the Aſſembly ; nay keeping a 
Footman recommended by a favourite Sheriff*s 
Peer or two, in a Place, though his Petition 
was often rejected unanimouſly "by the Com- 
mons, in Hopes, ſome of the many poor Citizens 
applying might be preferred. It is the Preſent 
Board that have taken upon them to cut off ſome 
ot the Public Entertainments beyond Time imme- 
morial provided for the Commons, and to enter 
it, poſitively in their M. Books, quite regardleſs 
of the Aſſembly. Nay, the very Days of electing 
and ſwearing the Lord Mayor, tho' the Commons 
are obliged to attend, firſt at the Election, and next 
in conducting the New Magiſtrate to the Manſion 
provided for him by the City, tho? theſe were Days 
of Entertainment for the Commons and Citizens, 
with the greateſt Reaſon and Juſtice, yet the Caſe 
is jnow quite altered, and that firſt by an Order of 
the Board. It is not now, deemed neceſſary, that 
the Lord Mayor ſhould make any Acquaintance 
with low, Mechanics, fit only to make a part of 
the ſervile Proceſſion nn his Lordſbip thro? 
the 
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the Streets; no; his Lordſhip has no need of us; 
his Peers the Aldermen, can ſerve his Turn; he muſt. 
therefore be allowed to lord it over his Vaſſals, and 
diſdain their Company of courle, Nay, they are 
not deemed fit to enter his Lordſbip's Houſe ; ex- 
cept at Chriſtmas to help to pay his Servants Wa- 
ges; and it is therefore a great Mark of his Boun- 
ty. if ordinarily they get a Cake, and a 2 of 
Wine at the Door. Is not this the Caſe? None 
can deny it: And when the Members of every 
Corporation, as Citizens of Dublin, are upon the 
moſt. juſt Parity, and no Reſpect due to any one 
above another, except what his more Eminent Vir- 
tue demands, what more ſhameful, more odious, 
than the Partiality, and Favour ſhewn one Corpora- 
tion above all others? It is well known, that the 
Members of this Corporation are in all Caſes pre- 
ferred to thoſe of every other : That the Places 
which all the Freemen are equally intituled to, and 
which were once open to all alike, are now confer- 
red on theſe alone: while others are ſcarce treated 
with common Civility ; by the Magiſtrates, ſpur- 
ned at, and contemned ; and, as I have heard 
from the Mouth of one of the beſt of late Lord 
Mayors, all other Corporations publicly pronounced 
10 be Nuſances ! It is for theſe Reaſons that the 
Repreſentatives of all the other Corporations have 
been heretofore, upon frivolous Pretenſions, ſtruck 
off, and added to thoſe of the favourite Guild, which 
are, by theſe means, increaſed to near eight times 
the Number of any other, and made almoſt one 
Third of the whole Commons, juſt one more than 
Sir Con's Liſt This Point is carried yet further: 
Buy antient Rules, the Commons are obliged to re. 
main on Aſſembly Days at the Tho/ſe}, till all the 
Buſineſs is finiſhed 3; and a proper Repaſt is aſſign- 
ed them for this Purpoſe. But this is now laid out 
on this Guild alone; they keep their Place, and 
are entertained, partly at the public Expence, and 
receive Mcages en the Lord I and wn 
— 
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and return Anſwers, as St and 8 tho? 
all others are obliged to vacate the Room, and ſhift 
abroad for themſelves, till they get Leave from 
theſe Gentry to return. Whence theſe Gentlemen 
have learned to contemn all the other Citizens; and 
being protected by the Board, have of late preſumed 
to cenſure the Proceedings of the Commons, tho? 
they thereby expoſed their own Partiality and Cor- 
ruptien; and tho? the Aldermen who joined them, 
actually committed a moſt groſs Breach of public 
Faith with the Commons, to whom they ſolemnly 
promiſed, that they (the Aldermen) would not be 
 Sffended at the — making uſe of all legal Me- 
thods to recover their Rights. Yet now, a Law Suit 
with the Board, is pronounced injurious to the Ho- 
aer and Inlereſt of the City, and, by Inuendo, 
ie his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and to the 
Malton, Laws and Liberties of this Kingdsm ! And 
all this is connived at, nay, incouraged and ſupported 
by the Magiſtracy. And why ? Becauſe this Guild 
have clandeſtinely, and, I apprehend fraudlently, gat 
the Election of Mayor and Conſtables of the Staple 
into their Hands, which they make in Favour of the 
late Lord Mayor and Sheriffs ; and moreover, be- 
cauſe they allow the Lord Mayor fifty Pounds a 
Year. How far theſe are juſt Conſiderations for 
treating all others with Contempt, Inſolence and 
| Injuſtice, let every honeft Heart judge. Are theſe 
Matters of no Moment to a Free People? Can you 
ſupinely put up with theſe bare faced Abuſes? and 
tamely bear a Treatment unfit for Slaves? What 
honeft Heart that ever comprehended the inef- 
fable Bleſſings of Liberty, can ſee theſe vile Cor- 
ruptions, thes horrid Uſurpetions, this general Per- 
verſion of Franchiſes, this open Degeneracy, this 
overwhelming Torrent of Slavery, without the 
ſtrongeſt Emotion of Soul? Shall Du; LIS, once 
the Nar/e of Liberty, now become a Nurſery of 
Slavery? Avert it Heaven! If we can be thus 
bed and ute. we muſt be content to 
wear 
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wear but the bare Name of Freedom ourſelves, and 
hand but the Tinſeled Title to our Children, to 
gild the Chains of Slavery, and make their Fetters 
fit the eaſier. Then farewel Liberty! and with 
thee, farewel Oar Social Virtue and all that is de- 
fireable on Earth ! —— But ſtill methinks, there 
isroom for Hope. That great Parent of Civil Li- 
berty, old Athens, was more than once ſubdued 
and totally ruined, as was our Mother-Country, 
Britain, alſo, by a Confederacy of Home- bred 
Corruption and Foreign Force, as ſoon as Aliens, and 
Slaves got Footing in the Aſſemblies or Conucils, 
and vitiated the Morals of the Free Citizens. But 
happily, by their Expulſion, Virtue became again 
predominant. Tyranny and Corruption were for- 
ced to give way in their Turns, and Liberty was 
reſtored. The Athemans and Britons were at this 
Diſadvantage, among others, that they could nor 
have Recourſe to any ſuperior Power, able to aſſiſt, 
or ſupport them. This is not our Caſe, We are 
Members of the moſt Potent State, and under the 
Protection of the beſt Government in Europe, and 
have the common Benefit of the wiſeſt Laws in the 
World. So that we have the fulleſt Aſſurance of 
regaining our Rights and Liberties, by recourſe to 
proper Meaſures, of which the firſt and chief 1 is, 
Perſeverance in Virtue and Loyalty. | 
- Tar Preſent Commons, notwithftanding all the 
Pifficultics raiſed to obſtruct them, complained of 
many of the aforeſaid Grievances, and applied 
their Might to oppoſe all the oper, and ſecret, In- 
vaſions of your Rights and Liberties. It is true they 
have not been ſo happy as to ſucceed, but that will 
appear to be a Misfortune, not a Fault. I need not 
trouble you with a Detail of the Proceedings of the 
Commons. It will be enough to inform you, that 
we demanded the Reſtitution of our Rights, of E- 
lections in general, thoſe of Alder men in particular; 
and of the e of the Hoſpital and Free- 
| Schol. 
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School. We alſo propoſed a new Regulation. of 
Committees, and other Affairs of Common-Council : 
Me deſired an Inſpection into the State of the City 
Revenues, in general, in order to retrench Expen- 
ces, and pay off Debts. And to this End, moved 
for having the City Accounts, which were heretofore 
_ uſually examined and paſſed at a Banquet, printed, 
for the Information of the Members: To avoid 
Miſtakes and prevent any Miſunderſtanding with 
the Board, we begged, that all Meſſages, to paſs 
between them and the Commons, ſhould be ſent in 
Writing. All Anſwers were at firit evaſive and 
nugatory, and nothing more, than ſtaving off Time, 
was attempted. Pending which, the many and va- 
rious Arts practiſed upon your Repreſentatives, are 
inconceivable. Deceptions and Corruptions of all 
kinds have been tried. And I could wiſh, there 
were not grounds for Fear, that ſome honeit, well 
_ deſigning Men have been impoſed on by falſe Re- 
reſentations, or diſpirited by ill Uſage and the bad 
Proſpect of Succeſs laid open; while others were 
taken by the prevailing Lure of Power and Preter- 
ment. It is notorious, that Promiſes and Threats 
have been laviſhly dealt to many; while ſome were 
reminded of the Solemn League and Covenant entered. 
Into at their Appointment, on the Bail of their gra- 
cious Surelies at the Board. Some Sheriffs, tho? juſt- 
ly but Chairmen and Moderators of the Aſſembly, 
have more than once been made the Tools for inſla- 
ving and abuſing the Commons ; and have threaten- 
ed, huffed, bullied, and even given the Lie, to ſuch 
as prelumed to oppoſe their iniquitous Meaſures. 
Nor are they, when unchained, leſs Inſtruments of 
Oppreſſion; as appears by the groſſeſt Inſults offered 
to Members, by ſome of them. Nay, one the 
leaſt offenſive of thoſe matchleſs Peers that attend, 
has moved, that a Member, guilty of none other 
Crime, than ſpeaking Truth, and expoſing Cor- 
ruption, ſhould for ever be deprived of the Liberty of 
Speech, When the Commens Tbs theſe de 
| | | nil er 
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pinion given againſt us, by Mr. Recorder. Before 
the - obtaining which we ſuffered .much ſevere 


Calumny without Doors, Reproach and ſlaviſn 
Abuſe in our Aſſemblies, all which have been ſince 
doubled. To provide for the future againſt one 
of the greateſt Inſults and Abuſes, I mean that 
er the Sheriffs and Commons by the chief 


agiſtrate, . the fifth of Auguſt, 1743. P. 78. 


It was judged expedient to keep the Lord Mayor 
equally dependent on the Commons, as on the Al- 
dermen, and that for the Reaſons following, — . 
Sir Daniel Bellingham, for eminent Services, hav- 
ing got 2507. at the Expiration of the May- 
oralty, from the Aſſembly, it has ſince been 
cuſtomary with his Succeſſors, to demand and 
receive double that Sum, at entring into the 
Office; judging, I ſuppoſe, the Merit of this 
Gentleman, inherent to every Alderman, that 
ſince his Time, takes that Office by Rotation. 
The Aldermen are impowered, by the New-Rules, 
to chuſe a Treaſurer every Year, which of Courſe, 
was given to the late Lord Mayor. But, to tie 
him down to the Pleaſure of the Board, it is or- 
dered, in the Monday- Booł of the 2 1ſt of April and 
Igth of Dec. 1732, and of the 26th of Sept. 1738. 
| That every Lord. Mayor who does not, in his Turn, 
_ abſolutely break the New-Rules, by giving up entirely 
His Right of electing, or ſtriking the Commons, tothe 


Aldermen and one of the Sheriffs, 7s to be deprived 


| the Augmentation, by refuſing to accept bis Petition, 
and totally excluded the Election of Treaſurer. When 
the chief Magiſtrate is made thus obſequious to the 
Aldermen, it is but reaſonable, the Commons 

| ſhould balance the Scale, and give no additional 
Sum of Nan d before the Expiration of the Of- 

| KR ESE hice, 


niſter Intentions, they were animated with ſtronger 
Reſolutions: to aſſert their Rights, and ſo for a 
while poſtponed other Buſineſs, in hopes theſe 
Conteſts might t the ſooner be determined. Soon 
after which, we were ſilenced by the aforeſaid O- 
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fice, and then elf as Merit demands ; but in this 
we were foiled, as is before related, p. 60. Tho? 
this illegal difpenſing with Laws, may be faid to 
guard, in ſome Degree, againſt the Abuſes of the 
Ne- Rules, heretotore made by wicked Miniſters, 
and which was: firft diſcovered ty - Ralph Gore, one 
of the true Mbig-· Aldermen, in "the: late Queen's 
Time, yet this ſuppoſed Advantage, is certainly 
counter- balanced, by expoſing us more to home- 
bred Corruption, whence Slavery is not leſs to be 
dreaded, For one Man can not be thought, as 
well acquainted with the Electors, and, conſequent- 
1y, one is not to be ſuppoſed, as well able to influ- 
-ence the ſtveral Elections, as twenty-four may be; 
the common Practice proves the Intent of theſe 
Orders. For, when the Returns are made by the 
Corporations, it is notorious, that none are admit- 
ted of the Council, without an Alderman to his 
'Sponſer, or, as ſome call him, God. Father, to be 
Security for his good Conduct, or Servility, to 
the reſt of the Board. Which then, is moſt to be 
feared, a ꝙiniſtetial or Aldermanic Influence in 
this Caſe ? The latter is certainly moſt dangerous, 
in theſe Times. And it is moſt certain, that this 
Method of Bail, has heretofore. tied down many 
| honeſt well-meaning, tho' weak, Men, to ſuch a 
Tervile Dependence on the Board, that they could 
not preſume to ſpeak; or vote, but as they ſhould 
be prompted by their Patrons, for Fear, as ſome 
have expreſſed it, they ſhould forfeit their Recog- 
; miſaiice. p 
Now, my F bonds, reflect on what has been of- 


fered. Under this Kind of Adminiſtration, 'what | 


apyails our Freedom? See how our ancient Rights 
and Liberties are ſet at nought, or, perverted ! 
Sure if theſe be fit Totes for us, tamely, tacit- 
ly to bear, we are grown, of all others, the 
baſeſt Beaſts of Burden ! For my Part, I am, 
it is true, but mean and inconſiderable; the greateſt 
Honour I can boaſt, is. FOE a Fazr- br 
an 
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and Freedom I am determined to ſupport, if. 
not in all, at leaſt in mine own Perſon, in ſpight 
to the World. Wherefore, I am determined, - 
upon all Occaſions, and in every Initance, to give 5 
all the legal and juſt Oppoſition that ſhall be in 
my Power, to all Meafures that have the leaſt 
Savor of, or Tendency to, Corruption, or Slavery. 
It by ſuperiour Force or Numbers, I am con- 
* 99 1 muſt ſadly, not ſhamefully, ſubmit. 
But I would rather die by the moſt ignoble 
Hands, than by mine own. Therefore I will 
contend to the laſt Gaſp for Liberty, even tho“ 
I ſhould be ſingle in the Attempt :. For, as I 
fear nothing more, for myſelt or Poſterity; than 
= Loſs of Liberty, ſo I deſire not to out-live 
Let Tyrants hence know, that tho? my Free- 
yk may be raviſhed from me, the Loſs ſhall 
never be mine own Act, nor ſhall J, for any Con- 
ſideration, faintly give it up on Demand. If 
in this, I am right, inſignificant as the Perſon 
may be, the Example is certainly worth your 
Notice and Imitation. Which of you wauld 
let any Ravager, by Argon or Force, ſeize your 
Treaſure, and not uſe all Means to procure Re- 
ſtitution? Liberty is ſurely the moft znvaluable 
Treaſure, that we, or Poſterity, can enjoy; and 
therefore let us endeavour to ſecure, and Hand it 
down entire to our Children, unleſs you can in 
this diſmal Situation of Affairs, regardleſs of the 
moſt ſolemn Engagements of natural and human 
Laws, join in the corrupt Choir, poſſeſſed of the 
1 Wages of Proſtitution, echo Confuſion, Slavery 
and Ruin, and intail them on preſent and fu- 
ture Generations. The Thoughts of which, I know, 
you muſt deteſt. 

LET me now remind you, my Brethren, that, 
notwithſtanding the many eminent Excellencies in 
our National Conſtitution, which gives the Sub- 
ject better Security of all civil Rights and Liber- 
ties, than any other in the N World, yet 
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this Nation i is hs bas in Europe reclaimed "Me g 


Slavery and Barbariſm: That therefore, the Free- 


dom we enjoy under the happy Syſtem of Govern- 
ment we live under, is not the Effect of Chance, 
nor any ways inherent to our Soil or Climate; 
You all know the contrary ; and that the whole 


was founded and eſtabliſhed by the Wiſdom and 
Virtue of your Anceſtors alone; and can by yours, 


only, be preſerved. For while you retain and ex- 


ert their Principles, there is nothing more certain, 
than that Corruption and Slavery muſt vaniſh 
before you, as Darkneſs is expelled by the Light 
of the Sun. But on the contrary, if, thro* a De- 
pravity of Morals, you fall from that manly Vir- 
tue, which diſtinguiſhed your Predeceſſors, into 


a ſhameful Effeminacy in Vice; a ſervile Compla- 


cency in countenancing the Abuſes, and taſting and 
encouraging the Luzuries, of the Great, you will 
inevitably ſoon relapſe, & your whole goodly Frame 

muſt ſhortly be ſwallowed up in Corruption. If 
you once conſent to give Elections into the Hands 
of a Feu, you may expect to ſee them bartered and 
ſold, as private Intereſt, not public Virtue, ſhall 
direct. Then the moſt diſqualified, the moſt baſe 
and infamous of Men, may purchaſe Places of 
the higheſt Truſt, and involve us and Poſterity, in 
wretched Slavery, under the beſt of Governments. 
And thus, by reducing us to the moſt contempti- 
ble Puſillanimity, we may, at length, be expoſed 
to, nay prepared for, any foreign Yoke that offers. 
When Liberty is aboliſhed, we ſhall have nothing 
left worth contending for, nor Spirits to give any 
Oppoſition to our Enemies. For as Superiority 
of civil Rights naturally inſpires a ſuperior Virtue 
and Courage to defend them, and makes Men of 

courſe the braveſt, as long as they continue the maſt 
free of all Nations : So, on the contrary, a Depri- 
vation of Civil Rights and Liberty never fails of 
perverting the molt free, bold and generous Minds, 
to the moſt abject Cowardice and Slavery. 


Ler 
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LET me now remove ſome falſe Deceptions of. 
fered to your View. Think not then, with ſome, 


that He Conteſts between the Commons and Alder- 


men of this City are too trivial to be conſidered 
of any Moment to the City, and much leſs to this 
Kingdom: That tbe whole is but a private Struggle 
for Power, in which the Publie is in no Way 
intereſted, it being of no Conſequence which pre- 
vails. This is the falſeſt Artifice that can be uſed 
to cajole you. Is there an Attempt upon the 
Liberties of the meaneſt Burrough, upon an indi- 
vidual Perſon, of the loweſt Rank among us, 
that does not concern and affect the Public? No 
certainly, A ſmall Conceſſion always paves Way 
for a greater: The Cities are the Strength of 
every Nation ; and a City cannot be taken with- 
out entering the moſt remote Out- works; there- 
fore, they ſhould never be given up, nor ever 
left unguarded or defenceleſs. 
I know it is artfully objected by ſome, that if 
the Commons ſhould ſucceed in their Demands, it 
muſt entirely Subvert ihe preſent Eſtabliſhment in 
the City, To this 1 Anſwer, that an evil Eſta- 
blimment, or Adminiſtration is ever to be diſturb- 
ed, nay, deſtroyed. When Samſon was robbed 
of his Strength and Sigbt, and lead Captive in 
triumph to divert, thoſe hateful Inſlavers, the wick- 
ed Philiſtines, the World applauded his bringing 
them to Deſtruction.—So ſhall I, if I am to be 
deprived of the Honour and Power of a Fre e- 
CiTzzEN and COMMONER, and lead blind. fold 
to make Sport for our Philiſtines, if ever my prayer 
is heard and I recover my Strength, I will lay hold 


on the Pillars of their Banquetting-Houſe and over- 


turn the whole Frame of their ill. founded Fabric, 
tho' I myſelf ſhould periſh in the Ruins. When 
William, called the Conqueror, Fobn, Henry III. 
Edward J. Edward II. Richard IT. Henry VI. 
Charles II. James II. and other Kings of Brit- 


tain, by the Inſtigation of evil Miniſters, violated _ 


the ORIGINAL ConTRAcT between King and 
People, 
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: "RON and- thereby ſubverted and deſtroyed the 
national Conſtitution z what was more natural, 
more legal and juſt, than to oppoſe their 7 gran, 
to obſtruct their iniguitous Meaſures, and to de- 
ſtroy their evil Government, even tho? that was 
not to be done without unhinging the whole Frame 
of our Conſtitution ? and it is plain, that in the | 
Main, the Conſtitution inſtead of being weakened, 

y the Infringements or Incroachments of T yrants, 
or the Reduction, by the People, was Only re- 
vived, and ſet to Rights, and always gained new 
Strength and Vigour, at it's Reinſtation or Rein- 
ſtitution, Was not this Juſt and becoming Free- 
Men? and ſhould we not be, in all likelihood, 
unhappy. Slaves to this Day were it not for the 
Virtue of our Free Anceſtors in theſe noble In- 
ſtances? | | 

1 am not inſenſible of the various Attempts 
made to leſſen the Commons in the Eyes of the 
World. The many Inſults given, not only pri- 
vate Members, but whole. Committees, by ſome 
Magiſtrates, and Aldermen ; and eſpecially the 
high Indignity offered the Sheriffs and Commons, 


| when they were turned out like Slaves from a ſolemn 


Conferrence, where all ſhould be alike free, were 
no doubt, calculated for, and done with the Intent 
of breaking the Power, and with it, the Credit of 
the Commons for ever. The latter has been ſo 
cenſured already by the Public, that I need not 
Attempt to Slacker it more, But having tried 
all other Means, in vain, to divide and diſtreſs us, 
the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, have now Recourſe 
to the common, low Subterfuge of every Faction; 
tor neither Truth, or Reaſon, being any longer 
'on their ſide, they "muſt throw dirt, beſpatter and 
villify the Characters of their Antagoniſts, in or- 
der to leſſen their Credit and Authority, when they 
. cannot otherwiſe confute them.— All the honeſt 
Endeavours of the Commons has been treated in 
| _— Jeſt _ Ridicule. The whole ui 
/ 


5 
5 bly has been repreſented in ſhameful and ſcandas 
lous Mockery: Perſonal Calumny and Slander has, 
with unwearied Induſtry, been heaped on all that 
_ oppoſed the Meafures of the Men in Power; while 
ſome particular Members have been wittilly kent 
pared, in Deriſion and Burleſque, to ſome Members 
of a certain great Aſſembly, who aſſumed the Cha- 
racer, and acted the Parts of viriuous Patriots, 
till they got the deluded Populace of their Side, 
and procured themſelves the Objects of their De- 
ſire, high Rank and prefitable Places; in which 
they have ſince manifeſted their baſe Intentions, 
But to carry this malicious Contrivance further, 
the Tradeſmen who were not to be frighted out of 
their Duty, even in attending the Aſſemblies, are 
branded with the infamous Character of 7dlers, 
fellows not to be truſted in their Profeſſions, be- 
cauſe they have neglected all their private Concerns 
in attending the Public: Nay, theſe men, of wicked 
Humour, have gone yet further, and have charged 
ſome Members with down. right Madneſs, with 
intent to injure them in their Vocations, and ad- 
viſed ſome Dependents to avoid their Company, 
leſt they ſhould ſuffer in their morals, or Fame, 
by ſuch Converſation.ä— He makes a moſt vain 
' Profeſſion. of Religion, or Morality, who is to be 
laugh'd out of Right Reaſon and Virtue, or but 
put out of Countenance, by the keeneſt Wit, or Satyr, 
ill grounded, ſuch Rubbiſh, *tis true, may over- 
caſt, or ſuppreſs Truths for a while ; ; but in the 
End, they muſt fail, and Virtue will ſhine-forth 
more glorious. As to the firſt Reflection, it is 
poſſible there may, for ought I know, be ſome bad 
Men, ſome complaiſant, nay, diſappointed Courtiers 
among the Commons, who purely thro* Reſentment, 
have diſſembled, not, from Principle, joined, with 
thoſe that contended for Your Rights; But if there 
be ſuch, pray, who brought them into the Com- 
mons ® who gave them Stations? who raiſed their 
Hopes Pr and Who . them: — if 
there 


(%) 


there be . Men among the Commons, that 


1 _ deſpiſe all ſordid, ſelfiſh Views, deteſt every Ten- 


dency to Corruption, or Slavery, and dare ſpeak 
Truth, for Truth's fake, without regarding whom 
it may pleaſe or diſpleaſe, and that there are ſuch, 
their direſt Foes muſt confeſs; How are they the 
worſe, if they make bad Men, even for a while, 
and but in ou/ward Appearance, Converts ?—As 
for the ſecond, I think it a moſt contemptible Cha- 
racter, therefore I ſhould not attempt to vindicate 
any who deſerved it. He who well diſcharges the 
Duties of private Life, in ſo doing, undoubtedly, 
ſerves the Public; and he that neglects thoſe, can 
not well make Attonement, either to his Family, 
or the general Society, by his public Services only. 
But, as no Man is made for himſelf alone, ſo no 
Man can be exempted from ſerving the Communi- 
ty, when he is juſtly and lawfully called upon, eſpe- 


Clally in ſuch Offices as he has voluntarily under- 


taken. He then, whois inveſted with any public truſt, 
or Power, and neglects learning the Duty of, and 
- exerciſing, his, Function, for the Public Pt: 
not a much leſs unworthy Member of Society 95 
he that corruptly betrays or abuſes them know- 
ingly.— But it is ſurely unjuſt, that thoſe who 
- make the Care and Attendance of the Commons, 
in public, more neceſſary than need be, «who have 
refuſed to let the Commons have Copies of the 
City Accounts, in order to examine them leiſurely 
at home, bidding them have recourſe to the Thel. 
Office, and have given many ſuch like unneceſſary 
Troubles, ſhould complain of the Commons for 
their faithful and religious Obſervance of their in- 
diſpenſable Duties!—Then as for the third Imputa- 
tion, to wit, Madneſs, It would be but Madneſ5 
to deny it: No Madman knows or confeſſes him- 
ſelf fo. But if nothing be deemed Maaneſs, but 
- the Proceedings of the Commons, in general, or 
the Zeal of particular Members, in aſſerting, what 


2 has been conceived Truth ne, and the 
| Civil 
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Civil Rig ber, the Liberties and Properties of the 
People; And if thoſe be deemed moeſt Mad, who 
were molt forward in this glorious Cauſe z who 
preferred public Juſtice to private Intereſt z who 


laid out the times by others devoted to Sports, or 
reſt, in the Service of the City; and that at cer- 
tain preſent loſs, without proſpect of future, tem- 


porary, Reward ; If this, I ſay, be Madneſs, and 
theſe Mad-men, my Ambition is ever to be in the 
Number, If it be Madneſs to tread the unfrequen- 
ted Paths of Virtue, let me ever be mad] Then 
tell theſe witty Drolls in Iniquity, that as there is 


a Pleaſure in Madneſs, which none but mad-men 


know, ſo, there is a true, exalted Pleaſure in Vir- 
tue, which the wicked can never Feel. If 


Oppreſſion makes wiſe men Mad, our inſlavers 

pay us a Complement in reporting us ); but it 
is to be hoped, we ſhall not rotally loſe our Senfes 
till we are rotally deprived of Liberty, and of all 
Proſpects of regaining it; then indeed Inſanity of 
Mind might, in my Judgment be a Bleſſing. 


SOME perhaps may dread the odious Party Ap- 


pellations, banded about ſo freely upon all Occaſi- 
ons, by ſome Gentlemen in Station or Favcur in the 
City; who never baulk calling all that oppoſe, or 


Fw, 
refuſe to come into, their Meaſures, indiſcriminately, 


by the opprobrious Names of Toz ies and Jacobites. 
Theſe hateful Aſperſiors, my Brethren, can ſtain 


the Characters of thoſe alone, who have laid ſome 
Foundation for them. When they come from Men, 


who tho? profeſſed, that is, Whigs by Rote only, they 


can make but a ſlight Impreſſion on any. But if 


the true Vbig Principles continue to be what they 


were at firſt known, and what they were bappily, 
thro* ſome late Reigns maintained, to wit, giving 


all juſt Oppoſition io Arbitrary Power, in every Rank 
and Station, and aſſerting the Liberties of the People, 
in every Inſtance, againſt the Incroachments of the 


Great, ſure there is nothing more deſireable; they 
ſhould ever be predominant i In every true, Proteſtant 


rere 
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Boſom. On the contrary, if the Principles of To⸗ 
ries and Jatobites be, what all muſt confeſs, the 
nurſing and incouraging Arbitrary Power, Paſſive 
Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance 3 be ſupporting Ye 


reditarp Tyranny, and adopting flavery, againſt 


the LicyuT of NATURE, and the Laws of ouR 
NAT lors; in ſhort, he giving up all the public Ad- 
miniſtration of Matters, as well Civil as Ecclęſiaſtic, 
and leaving ALL in a flaviſh Dependence on ONE, or 
a FEw 5; what more unnatural, Caviſh, and 
ant iconſtitutional? and what more hateful Epi- 


thets can be fixed on Free- men and Proteſtants tan 


Tozp and Jacobite ? Then if by chertſhing and 
ſupporting the former, our Conſtitution has been 
reſcued, more than once, out of the Hands of Ty- 
rants, and by the Prevalence of Liberty, a PRo- 
TESTANT KING has been ſet upon the Thrones of 
thefe Kingdoms, in legal Oppoſition to the unjuſt = 
Pretenſions of thoſe who claimed it by an indefea 3t- 
ble Pereditary Right: And if by this Spirit of Liber- 
ty, or ANTIENT WHICOGISM alone, our inimitable 
Frame of Government and Laws can be preſerved in 


Freedom and Purity; and if by the latter, to wit 


Facobitiſm our whole Conſtitution and all that is therein 
eſtimable, mult neceſſarily be /ubverted and deſtroyed, 
which none can deny: He alone who, as much as 
in him lies, in his private, as well as public, Capa- 
city, promotes the Intereſt of the One is to be 
deemed a true Friend to his Country; as on the 
other hand, every one who, in any Degree, favouts 
the other, is no better than a Slave, a Traitor. 
and the worſt Enemp of his Country. | Now, 
if theſe Poſitions be found juſt, try Men by this 
Teſt, and by their Fruits you may diſtinguiſh TRvE 
Wariscs from Pretenders. I fear you will find the 
Tables changed, and diſcover many of thoſe, who 
lie cloaked under this Title, poſſeſſed of no Characte- 
riſtic of the true Mig, and retaining na Appearance 
th-reof, except that weak modern Proof of Myhiggiſin, 
being ever readv to gquaff a large Goblet of Wine 
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do the glorious Memory,of an Uſurper or a King. If I 


do notmuch miſtake, ſome Men of Station 1n our City, 
who appeared remarkable Whigs in the late Queen's 
Time, now eſpouſe, and exert the fame laviſh Prin- 
ciples which they then oppoſed. ard ſeemed to de- 


teſt, in others; vainly imagining, they ſhould re- 


commend themſelves, by Corruption and Slavery, to 
the preſent Roy AL FAMILY, which, had not theſe 


curſed Vices been aboliſhed, and Liberty prevailed, 


could never, with Safety, have ſeen theſe King- 


doms. If our H/bigs be then, become downright 


Tories, and our Tories diſguiſed Mpigs, Jet us 
lay aſide the bare diltingaiſhing Appellation, 

and be Wu ids virtually, not nominally. -- | 
Now judge, by which of theſe Principles, the 
Commons have, in theſe Diſputes, been actuated. I 
dare ſay, it will be found, that they were animated 
by the true Spirit of the coop oLD WH IOS, tho” 
not of the modern. That they have acted from vir- 


tuous Motives only, is evident from many Circum- 


ſtances z particularly the great and apparrent Dit- 
couragements and Diſadvantages they have, in ge- 
neral, laboured under, from "the Pewer and Opu- 
lence of their Antagoniſts; but more eſpecially, 
from the Perſonal Injuries, and Loſſes ſome have, 
with Courage and Conſtancy, ſuſtained 3 who, by 


Joining in the Meaſures of thoſe in Power, might be 
aſſured of every Favour in their Gift. It is well 


known, that ſome Commons have received Meſſages 
from certain great Men, importing, that if they aid 


not do as they were or ſhould be directed, they were to 


expect no further Favors, not even a Continuance of 


Cuſtom : One, to my Knowlege, had a domineer- 
ing Meſſage, from a certain great Cuſtomer, by the 


Mouth of a Foot-man, giving him to underſtand, 
that his Behaviour in the Commons was ſuch, as gave 
great Offence and Trouble to his Lord, therefore he 


was determined, to make uſe of him no longer, and or- 


diered his Bill to be ſent in. The Commoner, know- 


ing this noble, Temporary, Peer to be one of thoſe 
commonly called WV bigs, nay, one who, formerly, had 
Lz 7 me 
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ſuffered for that Cauſe, thought it impoſſible he 


could have changed Sides, in any Degree, eſpeci- 
ally under the Government that had rewarded him 


for his former Attachments to Liberty; and there- 
fore, not crediting the Servant, wrote to him, as 
he did afterwards to his Lady, upon it; but he re- 
ceived none other Anſwer, than Payment for the 


Bill, by the ſame inſolent Meſſenger, nor has ſince 
obtained the leaſt Mark of the worthy Gentleman's 
Favor. I could give ſeveral Inſtances of many 
ungenerous Attempts of this kind, made on the 
Commons, which they have had the Virtue to dif- 


dain, and thereby have been able to vanquiſn their 
inglorious Inſlavers. 
Tus I have 1 to lay before you * 


ſhort Ske!ch of the State of the Caſe of this City, to 


offer an Apology for the Civil Rights and Liberties of 
you, my Brethren and Conſtituents, and a Vindi- 
cation of the Conduct of your Commons. I am ſen- 


ſible, that this Eſay muſt appear but a crude, in- 


connected Miſcellany to the judicious Reader. But 
in a Tradeſinan all the neceſſary Qualifications for 
Writing or ſpeaking elegantly or methodically, are 


not to be always expected. Therefore this Incapa- 


city, conſidered, with the ſhortneſs of Time, in ge- 


neral, and the want of Leiſure from the ordinary 
Calls of my Profeſſion, in particular, will, I hope, 
excuſe me in the Eyes of all ſenſible, humane Men; 


with whom, I am perſwaded, the Purity and ny 


Plicity of mine Intention will cover many Defects, 


I defire no Man to pin his Faith on. my Sleeve, 1 
frame Creeds for no. Man. Examine me fairly, af- 
ſ:at warily. I may be miſtaken 3 therefore prove 
me. before you, give me Credit. All the Favor J 


defire, for my ſelf, is, that you will not view me 


be Pizece-Meal, as you detached Fragments of Ob- 
4:4, a Microſcope, where every Mole appears a 
 Atlcuntain, every minute Crevice, a wide Chaſin or 


Break. I have many natural, and not leſs acci- 


| dental, Bonis, which, t taken altogether, may not 
| appear 


(us). 7 
appear the moſt n However, let the Rion- 


T Eos correct me friendly, and reprove me; it ſhall 


be a Kindneſs 3 but let not his precious Balms break 
my Head, 
BErORE I conclude, let me now offer to your 


Conſideration the beſt Expedients that occur to me 


for redreſſing thoſe Grievances. 
FiksT then, I ſhould think it adviſcable to ap- 
ply to the KINO and PARLIAMENT for a Repeal 


or Amendment of the New- Rules. 


SECONDLY, I would recommend ſupporting the 
Commons in all juſt and virtuous Purpoſes, eſpecially 
in aſſerting your Rights, with the utmoſt Vigour. 
To this End, conſider whom we contend with, and 
for what. The Commons, a broken and fleeting Bo- 
dy, oppoſe the Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen, 


a potent and permanent Corps. It may be well worth 


the while of the Aldermen to be at any Expence in ſe- 
curing the Powers they are poſſeſſed of; and, di- 
vided as the Board may be, on other Occaſions, you 


may judge they will all unite to ſupport thoſe Pol- 
ſeſſions which bring in no ſmall Power and Gain to 


the whole. But the Caſe of the Commons is quite 


the Reverſe; at the longeſt, they continue but three 


Years; and the Board may keep ſuch as are once 


obnoxious to them from ever ſitting. in the Councils 
again. So that it is by no means reaſonable, that 

the Commons ſhould bear the whole Burden and Ex- 
pence of a tedious Suit, ſolely, in the Event of which 


you are all equally intereſted ; and the Corporation 
Fund cannot be expended on this Matter, withcut 


the Concurrence of the Board, which ] beheve, is not 
to be expected. A Fund then, is neceſſary; to be rais 


ſed to 105 for your Rights, and this can only be done 
by a voluntary Contribution, I am well 1 
that for leſs than two hundred Pounds we may have 
all our Complaints brought to an Iſſue, and deter- 


mined in Law. And that Sum among all the Citi. 


zens. of Dublin, would be but an inconſiderable Por- 


tion to each. Hoever, every F reeman may give his 
Mile, 
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< Mite, and depoſit it in the Hands of 9 ter ap- 
pointed to receive and lay out this Sum for the above 
Purpoſes. I allo think it would be highly expedient 
to retain two Lawyers, agreeable to antient Cuſtom, 
to ſit with the Commons in every Aſſembly, to in- 
ſtruct them in Mattes of Law, and to be inſtructed in 
the Affairs of the City, which would in time qualify 

them for the important Place of Recorder. 
— THIRDLY, as the Election of your Repreſenta- 
tives ſhortly comes on, and as it is likely great 
Diligence will be uſed % exclude all ſuch as 
preſumed to aff as became Proteſtant Citizens 
and free Agents ; It would be but juſt and pra- 
dent, to exertall your Care and Caution in chuſ- 
ing Men of the faireſt Characters and beſt Under- 
ſtandings among you, for this important Traſt, I 
am ſenſible, that in this Inſtance, your Virtue is 
put mote to the Teſt, than in moſt others. All 
manner of Artifice is tried to obtain your Votes 
and Intereſts. Some diſtreſs and oppreſs, others 
give public and private Entertainments, and make 
large Libations, nay, apply the more powerful In- 
fluence of Gold, to inſlave the Mind, corrupt the 
Judgment, and extort or purchaſe the Voices of 
Freeemen. Till this Wickedneſs is fully deteſted 
and aboliſhed, our Rights and Liberties can never 
be ſecure. But Tyranny and Force laid aſide; 
Is it reaſonable, my Friends, to imagine, that in 
our Days, Men are of ſuch conſummate Virtue, as 
to be thus ſollicitous for theſe Places, and to be 
at great Pains, much Expence, of Time and Trea- 
ure, to obtain them, purely for the Service of the 
Public? No, no; this is not to be ſuſpected in 
our Age. It is much more likely, that they who 
purchaſe a Seat in the Aſſembly, will lay hold on 
the firſt Opportunity of reimburſing themſelves at 
your Expence. Then take heed of all theſe for- 
ward Gentry who uſe any remarkable Induſtry 
to get into theſe Offices. Such have generally 
5 8 0 beyond, and often ſeparate from, the . 
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Intereſt of their Cue Aud he that by | 
any unjuſt Meaſures, whether by Force or Cor- 
ruption, obtains a Seat in the Common. Council, 
cannot be truly called, nor deemed the Repreſen- 


tative of any Body of People; he repreſents but 


himſelf alone, and his own private Intereſt will 
certainly be the chief Rule and Motive of his Ac- . 
tions. Let then all private Conſiderations what= 
ſoever be laid aſide, in all your Elections. If 
you would be free, chuſe honeſt, true, Free. men 
to repreſent you, ſuch as beſt underſtand. your 
Conſtitution, have it's Intereſt moſt at Heart, 
and are leaſt liable to be brought under 
any Siniſter Influence. While you act thus freely 
and virtuouſly, every good Man will think it an 


honor to ſerve you; but if he finds you venal 


and weak, he will deſpiſe you, and juſtly diſdain 
to repreſent you. Nay, he that would corrupt 
you, if he ſucceeds, will contemn you after, and 
Look upon himſelf as your Maſter, not your Ser- 
vant. When you have uſed your beſt Endeavours 
to get worthy Repreſentatives, and, 1n ſpite to 
all unjuſt Oppoſition, have, in all Appearance, ſuc- 
ceeded in your Choice; it will be ſtil] requiſite to 
keep up the generous publ.c Spirit, by giving all 
open Marks of Applauſe, or Refentment, of their 
Conduct, as their Merit or Demerit demands. By 
a juſt Diſtribution of public Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, the Noble, free Sentiments of the Athe- 
nian and Roman Aſſemblies were long nouriſhed 
and preſerved. But as foon as theſe ceaſed, or 
were partially, or corruptly adminiſtered, the 
Love of Liberty began to decline, and the People, 
ſoon after, gave up their Powers to one, or a Few 
Dyrants. The better to enable you to judge a- 
right in theſe Matters, have a watchful Eye on 
the Conduct of your Council. and for this Pur- 
poſe, 

FounTaLy, demand yout Right of having the 
| Gallery i in the Common. Council Room, laid open on 


1 
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all Aſſembly Days, to ſuch Citizens as deſire Ad- 


mittance; giving Preferrence to Maſters: and 


Wardens of Corporations. When you have ob- 
tained this Kight, you will then be prepared for 
the the laſt Thing I have to propoſe, viz. 

FirTHLyY. and Laſtly, reviving the Powers 
of the Court of darein Yundred By the fourth, 
you will be able to diſcover the Behaviour of your 


Repreſentatives,- and to judge what Treatment 


they deſerve at your Hands, and if ever they ſhould 
degenerate, or ſwerve from virtuous Purpoſes, and 
proſtitute, for ſelfiſn, preſent Gain, the future In- 
tereſt of the City, you will, by this, be able to 
pull out their Sings, and, if they will not do 


Good, prevent their doing Evil; and fruſtrate al! 


their molt malevolent Intentions, by pronouncing. 
your VeTo, or not allowed, in the darein Hun- 
dred. For no Act of Aſſembly thus prohibited is 
valid till it has received the Sanction of the Majo- 
BY of the Citizens, in this Court, upon a general | 
oll. 
Tus is all that Occurs1 to me neceſlary for carry- 
ing on the juſt Cauſe in Hand. As J have been 
but a Short Time in the Commons, and a Shorter 
converſant in theſe Affairs, I am ſatisfied this is but a 
maimed Attempt, but I muſt leave the compleating 
it, to ſome of better Capacity, and more Leiſure; 
In the mean time, if what I have offered proves 
any way ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Liberty, as it 
muſt be acceptible to every Free- Citizen, I ſhall 
think contributing, in any degree, to Your Intereſt 
and Satisfaction an ample rere Tr any 
Pains or Laer of 
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